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I am very pleased to introduce to you Maryvale Institute’s new prospectus, and to take the opportunity 
to tell you about just a few of the recent developments in the service that Maryvale offers to the Church 
locally, nationally and internationally.  We were delighted that the Congregation for Catholic Education 
in Rome renewed its approval of Maryvale’s Higher Institute of Religious Sciences, through which it 
offers ecclesiastical degrees specifically designed for lay people.  This was a new venture, unique in 
the English-speaking world, when it was launched for a trial period in 2011, and this continuing 
affirmation from the Church pays tribute to the quality of Maryvale’s teaching and its fidelity to 
Catholic doctrine.  As well as undergoing regular revalidation by its academic partners, the Open 
University, Liverpool Hope University and the École Cathedrale in Paris, Maryvale has recently received 
reaccreditation from the British Accreditation Council for independent educational providers, which 
verifies its continuing compliance with all the necessary UK standards.

Maryvale has introduced new courses in response to the developing needs for lay formation in parishes 
– including certificates in parish mission and ministry and Catholic healthcare chaplaincy.  New 
partnerships have been entered into with dioceses in the British Isles and beyond for the formation of 
catechists and others engaged in lay ministry in their own local churches.  A new certificate in leadership 
and management will enable Maryvale to reach beyond the Catholic Church to offer quality formation 
to community-based organisations working in regeneration and social enterprise.   Maryvale’s independent 
study modules have been reconfigured to allow students even more flexibility in the topics and the 
pace of their study, and a new suite of resources has been produced to enable people to study and 
appreciate more deeply the inspiring writings of Pope Francis.

I would also like to highlight Maryvale’s central place in the life of the Archdiocese.  It has recently 
become the base for our diocesan evangelisation and family ministry staff, as these tasks are inseparable 
from the work of catechesis and lay formation.  As our diocesan pastoral plan for the future unfolds 
Maryvale will play an ever more crucial role in shaping and guiding these vital dimensions of the 
diocesan mission.

Apart from its mission as a provider of adult formation and education, Maryvale occupies a unique 
position in the Catholic heritage of England.  With its historic roots, its shrine to the Sacred Heart 
and its association with Blessed John Henry Newman, it continues to be a place of pilgrimage and 
spiritual renewal.  Over recent years the Friends of Maryvale has been revitalised to build up and 
maintain contact amongst students, alumni and the wider local community who are being welcomed 
in ever-increasing numbers to Maryvale for social and cultural events, all helping to raise funds to 
support Maryvale’s mission.

I hope that you will find this prospectus of interest, and that it will encourage you to consider how 
Maryvale can support you in your own role in the Church’s mission.

With the assurance of my prayers.

  Bernard Longley 
Archbishop of Birmingham and President of Maryvale Institute

Foreword
  by the Most Rev. Bernard Longley, Archbishop of Birmingham
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Newman’s 
Vision for 
Education

After his reception into the 
Catholic Church, Blessed John 
Henry Newman moved from 
Littlemore near Oxford to live at 
Oscott House to which he gave 
the name Maryvale; as a seminary 
the house had previously been 
placed under the patronage of Our 
Lady as ‘St Mary’s College, Oscott’.  
He was especially concerned about 
the need for lay people to receive 
a sound and full education in the 
Faith.

“I want a laity… who know their 
religion, who enter into it, who know 
just where they stand, who know what 
they hold and what they do not, who 
know their creed so well that they can 
give an account of it, who know so 
much of history that they can defend 
it. 
I want an intelligent,well-instructed 
laity. I wish you to enlarge your 
knowledge, to cultivate your reason, 
to get an insight into the relation of 
truth to truth, to learn to view things 
as they are, to understand how faith 
and reason stand to each other, what 
a re  t h e  b a s e s  a n d  p r i n c i p l e s 
of Catholicism”.

Blessed John Henry Newman 



An Historic Spiritual Environment  
for Academic Work
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Maryvale occupies a unique place in the history of the Catholic Church in England.  Originally 
called Oscott House, it was the home of the Bromwich family, and the base for the local 
Catholic mission during the 17th and 18th centuries.  Andrew Bromwich was one of the last 
priests to be imprisoned towards the end of the penal period.  The house later became the 
first seminary established in England, and when that was relocated to a new and larger 
building in 1838, it was used as a school until, in 1846, it became the home of Blessed John 
Henry Newman and his community of fellow converts where, following ordination in Rome, 
he established the first English Oratory.  It was Newman who renamed the house Maryvale.  
After the Oratory moved to central Birmingham, Maryvale briefly became the novitiate for 
the Oblates of Mary Immaculate and was visited by their founder, St Eugene de Mazenod.  
Then for nearly 130 years it housed an orphanage run by the Sisters of Mercy until they left 
in 1980 when it assumed its present role as an institute for adult faith formation.

Maryvale also contains Britain’s first public shrine to the Sacred Heart of Jesus, established 
by Bishop Milner in 1814, who built a small chapel to house an image, painted on glass, of 
the Sacred Heart as described by Saint Gertrude.  The first Friday devotions are held in the 
Institute each month, and there is an annual novena leading up to the solemnity of the Sacred 
Heart.

So as well as being a specialist educational centre, Maryvale is a place of worship, a place of 
pilgrimage and a spiritual community of prayer and mission.  In 1999 Sisters of the Order of 
the Most Holy Saviour of St Bridget - the Bridgettines - came to live at Maryvale in a new 
convent donated by Saint John Paul II.  In addition to a deep devotion to our Lord’s sufferings 
and to the Blessed Sacrament, which is regularly exposed for adoration in the main chapel, 
the Sisters’ special charisms are contemplation, hospitality and prayer to foster unity among 
Christians.  The integration of study and prayer is a feature of all Maryvale courses and 
students participating in day or short residential programmes at the Institute enjoy teaching 
and learning opportunities united to a cycle of prayer and worship, including Mass and the 
Divine Office. 
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Academic 
Partnerships 
and Affiliations
All Maryvale’s degree programmes are 
accredited by external academic partner 
institutions.  The ecclesiastical degrees of 
Bachelor of Divinity and Licence in Divinity 
offered by the Maryvale Higher Institute 
of Religious Sciences are awarded though 
its partnership with the Faculté Notre-Dame 
of the École Cathedral, which is situated in 
the College des Bernardins in Paris.  These 
ecclesiastical degrees are recognised 
throughout Europe through the Bologna 
Process.

Maryvale is a partner institution of the the 
Open University in the UK, through whom 
it offers its BA (Hons) in Philosophy and 
the Catholic Tradition and its MA in 
Catholic Applied Theology.  The Open 
University is a world leader in distance 
higher education and the Institute’s 
programmes have been developed through 
this valuable association.

Maryvale’s distinctive research programme 
in Cathol ic Studies is conducted in 
col laboration w ith L iver pool Hope 
University, which grew out of an ecumenical 
Christian foundation.  Students of Maryvale 
who successfully complete MPhil or doctoral 
theses receive awards of that University.

In addition to these academic affiliations, 
the Institute enjoys informal relationships 
with other Catholic centres of learning.  
These include the Pontifical John Paul II 
Institute for Studies on Marriage and Family 
in Rome, whose staff col laborate in 
Maryvale’s MA pathway in Marriage and 
Family, Newman University in Birmingham, 
and the diocesan seminary of St Mary’s 
College, Oscott.

Maryvale is also recognised by the British 
Accreditation Council as an accredited 
Further and Higher Education provider. 
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On  25th March 2011, following approval from the Bishops’ Conference of England and 
Wales, the Holy See erected a Higher Institute of Religious Sciences (HIRS) at Maryvale, 
the only such institute in the English-speaking world.

Higher Institutes of Religious Sciences are established by the Holy See in order to provide 
authentic Catholic formation specifically for lay people and for religious.  The Norms for   
establishing an HIRS begin by saying: 

                 ‘ Ever since the Second Vatican Council, the faithful – lay and religious – have demonstrated their 
ever-increasing interest in the study of theology and other sacred sciences, and the enrichment of their 
Christian lives… the Church understands the increasing necessity of a full formation specific to the 
needs of the lay faithful.’ 

Every HIRS is linked to an ecclesiastical faculty of theology to guarantee the academic 
standards of its teaching and its fidelity to the Catholic faith, so that it can award degrees 
in the name of the Church.  Maryvale HIRS is affiliated to the Faculté Notre Dame of the 
École Cathédrale in Paris, a faculty that shares with the Institute a desire to work for the 
new evangelisation by providing the opportunity to study authentic Catholic theology in a 
mode which is particularly suited to those who have commitments within work, family and 
religious life.  In 2016, following the successful completion of an initial trial period, the 
renewed statutes of Maryvale HIRS were approved by the Congregation for Catholic Education 
and its association with the Faculté Notre Dame was reconfirmed.  The HIRS is a distinct 
entity within Maryvale, with its own designated director and teaching faculty, whilst enjoying 
a mutually beneficial relationship with the other branches of the Institute. 

Through its HIRS, Maryvale offers ecclesiastical degrees at two levels, a first degree in Divinity 
(Bachelor of Divinity) and a Licence in Divinity, which is a higher degree in a particular 
specialisation.  Currently Maryvale offers the Licence with a specialisation in Catechetical 
Sciences, and it intends to introduce an additional specialist pathway in the near future.  The 
Bachelor of Divinity provides a systematic and comprehensive treatment of the Catholic faith 
and is offered through two pathways: one follows a more traditional theology curriculum and 
the other is designed for those working in catechetics and pastoral ministry in the Church.  
In fact this second pathway has been used for several years for the academic formation of 
candidates for the permanent diaconate and an agreement between Maryvale HIRS and the 
Scottish Bishops' Conference to continue doing this was renewed in 2107.

An Ecclesiastical Institute
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The Licence specialisation in Catechetical Sciences is aimed at those in leadership positions, 
all those responsible for the formation of catechists, such as catechetical co-ordinators in 
dioceses.  The Licence degree carries both responsibility and mission and implies a commissioning 
and an authority from the Church to teach for the Church.  (Please see page 30 for further 
details of this degree course.)

The granting and renewal of HIRS status by the Congregation for Catholic Education of the 
Holy See is an affirmation of the work of Maryvale, its curriculum and staffing and it provides 
the unique means in the English-speaking world for people to gain ecclesiastical academic 
qualifications in order to support their local dioceses and communities.  These qualifications 
will be of particular interest to those holding positions of responsibility in the Church for the 
formation of others and to those speaking on behalf of the Church in the world.  Bishops and 
leaders of religious congregations have a secure reference point in these qualifications from 
the Holy See awarded through the Maryvale Higher Institute of Religious Sciences.
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Maryvale Institute seeks to educate adults as they pray, live and work in the world and 
amid their family and social lives.  All Maryvale’s programmes follow a part-time and distance-
learning methodology, and this demands a distinctive pedagogy. Maryvale has developed 
a method of intellectual and spiritual formation that can enable students to integrate systematic 
and serious study with the needs of their family, community and work commitments, as 
Christians called to transmit the Gospel in the world.  By means of this integrative approach 
to learning each student is “formed according to the union that exists between being both 
a member of the Church and a citizen of human society” (Christifideles Laici n. 59).

This sort of learning requires students to exercise the necessary self-discipline to set time 
aside for study in their busy lives.  It also places certain expectations on other members of 
their families or communities to help them to achieve this. Maryvale’s method of distance 
learning does not mean that students work in seclusion from a wider community of study.  
The study days or residential periods are an integral and essential part of every course at 
which students attend lectures from specialist teachers, receive individual attention from 
their tutors and, very importantly, interact with other students – often from around the  
world - who share the same vision of life and the same eagerness to learn more about their 
faith. So although Maryvale increasingly makes use of modern information technology 
through its virtual learning environment (VLE) for communication between teachers and 
students, and for the provision of learning resources, its methodology is very different to 
the “online” courses available elsewhere, in that it gives a central place to the personal 
encounter and interaction with others that is crucial to any authentic approach to catechesis.

A Distinctive Pedagogy
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Maryvale's Supported 
Distance Learning

Maryvale’s distance learning methodology 
combines both individual and collective study.  
All programmes include required periods of 
attendance at Maryvale at specific times of the 
academic year.  For the degree programmes these 
take the form of residential weeks or weekends, 
and for the non-degree Maryvale certificates 
they are generally single study days.  At these, 
students attend lectures and seminars, allowing 
them to be in direct contact with teaching staff 
– many of whom are leading scholars in their 
field.  Lectures are complemented by tutorials 
where each student receives individual help and 
guidance from a member of the teaching staff.  
In seeking to integrate study with prayer, these 
periods will also include the centrality of Holy 
Mass, even for the single study days, whilst 
students on residential programmes have other 
opportunities to join in the liturgical life of 
Maryvale House, including the singing of the 
Divine Office led by the resident community of 
Bridgettine Sisters. 

Between these times of attendance, the students 
– in close contact with their tutors and fellow 
students – engage in their studies through course 
materials provided by the Institute.  These 
include expertly written course books - 
effectively “tutorials in print” which carefully 
and systematically lead the student through the 
subject.  In many cases, these books are 
supplemented by specially prepared  “readers” 
– collections of written sources for the subject 
being studied.  These will include the relevant 
magisterial documents of the Church and, 
specifically for the theology courses, the writings 
of the Fathers and Doctors of the Church, and 
the great masters of the theological tradition.

In continuity with their careful study and 
reading, students complete written assignments 
throughout the academic year, assessed by an 
academic tutor.  These tutors respond to each 
student’s work on an individual basis, offering 
feedback and guidance as they progress through 
the course.  As well as the written assignments 
some programmes require portfolio work or 
reflections on key texts; there are also written 
and oral exams in the BA and BDiv degrees and 
in the Licence degree.



The Church teaches clearly and consistently that catechesis is an integral part of her mission 
of evangelisation (General Directory for Catechesis nn. 60, 63) and that the two are inseparably 
linked in a lifelong process of growing in faith.  In January 2013, Pope Benedict XVI reinforced 
this connection by transferring the responsibility for catechesis at the level of the universal 
Church to the Pontifical Council for Promoting the New Evangelisation. This co-responsibility 
for catechesis and evangelisation is reflected in the organisation of the local churches, and 
in the Archdiocese of Birmingham is assigned to Maryvale Institute.  Pope Francis in his 
first apostolic exhortation Evangelii Gaudium wrote that “in all its activities the parish encourages 
and trains its members to be evangelisers" (n. 28). Through its work and parish support Maryvale 
seeks to enable all the diocesan faithful to protect and hand on the faith we profess, the faith 
we celebrate and the faith we live.

Maryvale’s diocesan support has a particular focus on adult faith formation and supporting 
parents, teachers and catechists.  An evangelisation and catechesis team is available to assist 
parishes in developing strategies for the New Evangelisation and to work with volunteers 
to provide support for catechesis and faith development. The diocesan Family Ministry 
Worker is also based at Maryvale to support families in their mission as the “Domestic 
Church”.

In addition to its certificates and degree programmes, detailed in this prospectus, Maryvale 
provides short courses, day events, and an advisory service for parishes and deaneries.  It 
has collaborated in the production of resources to support parish catechetics and adult faith 
formation and offers a resource library to support faith formation throughout the diocese. 

For further information please contact:  parishesmv@maryvale.ac.uk

Archdiocese of Birmingham 
Evangelisation and Catechesis Support
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Partnership and Collaboration

Maryvale Institute has developed partnerships to provide local delivery of its Certificate 
courses in a number of dioceses in the British Isles and around the world.  These partnerships 
arise from the desire of dioceses to form groups of catechists and other lay ministers for 
service in the local Church. The study days for these groups are held locally in partner 
dioceses, not only because it is more convenient for students to attend a centre nearer their 
homes, but more importantly because such a model highlights the fact that they are being 
formed on behalf of the local Church, and so reinforces their sense of calling and diocesan 
identity.  

Each partner diocese nominates a coordinator – often a member of the adult formation staff 
– who takes the lead in promoting and recruiting for the course and arranges and attends 
the local study days.  In this way the diocesan coordinator builds up a relationship with the 
students who are being formed for service in the diocese, and can offer them additional 
support and encouragement between study days, over and above the academic support that 
they receive from their Maryvale tutors, and so promote an holistic formation for ministry 
in the local Church.  A minimum number of students is required for such a course to be viable 
and to ensure a positive shared learning experience on the study days.  

Maryvale would be pleased to hear from dioceses, or other groups such as religious orders, 
who are interested in finding out how Maryvale can support the formation of their members.  
If you represent such a group, and would like to discuss the possibilities further, then please 
contact:

For further information please contact: fedirector@maryvale.ac.uk
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The Institute’s library of 20,000 books, periodicals and other publications is available to 
staff, students and visitors alike.  Most of the books are now available for loan.  The library’s 
catalogue is available online as is a separate catalogue of our dissertations and theses. The 
librarians provide photocopies, bibliographic and location searches and other support 
assistance. 

The collection includes books on theology, catechetics, religious education, philosophy, 
psychology, education and research methods. The library offers free Internet access on its 
four computers and WiFi access for those who prefer to work on their own laptops. There 
is a growing collection of online resources (full text and citation indexing) available to 
registered students, as well as in-house photocopying facilities.  Our online resources, i.e. 
EBSCO, ATLASerials and the Cambridge University Press Online Collection are naturally 
available on a worldwide basis which makes them eminently suitable for distance learning. 

Maryvale students can also access a wide range of material from other international theological 
college libraries for personal study since we are members of ABTAPL (The Association of 
British and Irish Theological and Philosophical Libraries) and engage in active resource 
sharing, particularly an exchange of periodical articles on request.  The librarians are on 
duty during student residential periods and study days and are always willing to deal with 
students’ enquiries at other times through email.

Maryvale also has a bookshop which stocks recommended text books, general reference 
works as well as a selection of Maryvale merchandise.

For further information please contact: librarymanager@maryvale.ac.uk

Library and Learning Resources



UNDERGRADUATE 
STUDY



Ecclesiastical Bachelor of Divinity
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The Ecclesiastical Bachelor of Divinity Programme is a five-year, part-time distance-learning 
degree in theology, validated by Faculté Nôtre-Dame in Paris on behalf of the Holy See, 
providing a comprehensive exposition and analysis of Christian doctrine based on the study 
of the sacred Scriptures, the works of the Fathers and Doctors of the Church, and the documents 
of the Magisterium.

An Ecclesiastical degree is an academic degree, recognised under the terms of the Bologna 
Process, in furtherance of the goals set out in the norms governing the establishment of 
Higher Institutes of Religious Sciences (HIRS).  

"Ecclesiastical" is a formal designation, indicating that these degrees are from, or under, the 
jurisdiction of the Holy See.

The programme has two pathways: Pathway A follows a traditional structure allowing for 
a systematic study of the science of theology whilst Pathway B is designed to assist students 
in their preparation for ministries in the Church.

Students are typically from all walks of life, aged 18–75, married, single, and religious.  Some 
have strong academic experience but others have done little academic work since leaving 
school – our students’ backgrounds include beekeepers, security guards, teachers, business 
people, and doctors as well as those engaged in family life or who are retired. 

It is possible to leave the Programme before the end of full five years and still receive a 
Maryvale Certificate (after two years) or Diploma (after four years). 

For further information please contact: headmin@maryvale.ac.uk



Bachelor of Divinity: Pathway A
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Aims
• to provide a comprehensive academic formation in Catholic theology
• to develop a critical sense and academic judgement so as to evaluate different 
   theological positions
• to help those participating to discover and realise their vocation in the Church
• to nourish each person's spiritual life through the enlightenment that comes from                
   revelation.

Structure
Courses commence in September and involve attendance at two residential weekends and one 
residential midweek period per year.  Between residential periods students work in their home 
environment, writing eight essays per year.  Academic grades are based on the essays and an 
examination at the end of each year.

Content
Modules of study are taken on:
•  Canon Law
•  Dogmatic Theology
•  Fundamental Theology
•  History of Philosophy
•  Holy Scripture
•  Liturgical and Sacramental Theology
•  Moral Theology
•  Patrology and the History of the Church
•  Spiritual Theology
•  Systematic Philosophy

For further information please contact: headmin@maryvale.ac.uk

This pathway is ideally suited to any adult Catholic capable of studying at undergraduate 
level who wishes to develop his or her theological education.

The programme began as B.A. (Divinity) in 1990 and the first students graduated in 1995.  
Every year since then there have been up to thirty students successfully completing their 
degrees.  Some have gone on to a teaching qualification, others have gone on to Masters 
degrees, and many have continued in their present walk of life, helping in parish catechesis, 
or simply becoming more articulate lay members of their local church and more confident 
and coherent apostles in their place of work.

The programme provides an academic formation specialising in Catholic theology and also 
develops the religious formation of the students so that they may participate more fully in 
the life and mission of the Church.



Bachelor of Divinity: Pathway B
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Academic grades are based on the assignments, a portfolio of applied work, and an examination 
at the end of each year.

Content
Modules of study are taken on:
• Canon Law
• Dogmatic Theology
• Fundamental Theology
• History of Philosophy
• Holy Scripture
• Liturgical and Sacramental Theology
• Moral Theology
• Patrology and the History of the Church
• Spiritual Theology
• Systematic Philosophy
• Patrology and the History of the Church
• Transmission of the Faith

For further information please contact: headmin@maryvale.ac.uk

This pathway is ideally suited for:

• those people seeking to deepen their knowledge of the faith and serve the pastoral ministry

  of the Church;
• those who are responding to the Church's call to become lay catechists in positions̀ of 

  

responsibility and leadership;
• candidates for the permanent diaconate who are sponsored by a diocese, and who may

 
 subsequently be ordained as permanent deacons, as well as those who have already been

  ordained as deacons.
• this pathway has also been used by several religious houses over the years to prepare candidates
  for ordination to the priesthood. 

Aims
• to provide a comprehensive doctrinal and theological formation together with an understanding

  of methodologies appropriate to the communication of God's revelation in Jesus Christ.



Bachelor of Arts in Philosophy 
and the Catholic Tradition
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This five year part-time distance learning degree is validated by The Open University. It is 
a modular degree delivered by means of coursebooks and residential sessions and is assessed 
by essays, written exams and the discussion and analysis of original texts.

Aims
The aim of the programme is to engage students in the study of western philosophy from its 
Greek origins to the present day. It has been developed in response to Saint John Paul II’s 
encyclical Fides et Ratio.  A continuous theme of the degree is the relationship between faith 
and reason, philosophy and theology. This means that Logic, Epistemology, Metaphysics and 
Ethics are the foundations of the philosophy studied at Maryvale. The central themes 
investigated in these modules are further refined and reflected on in modules on the Philosophy 
of History, Science and Art. There are also substantial modules on the Philosophy of Religion 
and the Philosophy of God. The Church’s engagement with atheism and with evangelisation 
is also given attention.

By the end of the degree, students will have become familiar with questions in the history 
of philosophy. They will have been shown how to read a complex philosophical text and 
engage critically with it. They will have acquired skills in the presentation of arguments 
and in dialogue with intellectual positions that may not be their own. They will be aware 
of the range of philosophical ideas and have acquired the capacity to evaluate their truth 
and their philosophical and theological significance. The study of philosophy at this level 
brings with it knowledge of European culture and acquaintance with the sophistication of 
its intellectual endeavour. 

By the end of their studies, students will have reached a personal philosophical synthesis 
that is amenable to development and modification through further study and reflection. 
They will have acquired the tools necessary for independent study and for the expression of 
well founded, nuanced philosophical opinions.

For further information please contact: headmin@maryvale.ac.uk
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Content
These are the modules that comprise the BA(Hons) in Philosophy and the Catholic Tradition:

Year One                                                              
• Introduction to Philosophy  
• Epistemology   
• Metaphysics

Year Two 
• History of Philosophy: Ancient to Medieval   
• History of Philosophy: Renaissance to Twentieth Century
• Logic   
• Philosophy of the Human Person  
• Ethics

Year Three 
• Philosophy of Science I: Scientific Knowing
• Philosophy of Science II: Scientific Development
• Issues in Contemporary Philosophy I: Anglo-American Analytic Philosophy
• Issues in Contemporary Philosophy II: Analytic Continental Philosophy
• Social and Political Philosophy
• Philosophy, Culture, and Evangelisation. 

Year Four
• Philosophy of God   

• Cosmology   

• Philosophy of History   

• Philosophy of the Arts   

• The Thought of St Thomas Aquinas

• Philosophy of Religion

Year Five 
• Philosophy and Contemporary Theology

• Thomas More and Renaissance Philosophy

• Phenomenology, Gadamer and Newman

• Extended Essay.

Prospective students of this degree, who wish to experience a little of the programme before 
committing themselves to further study, may, after payment of the appropriate fees, audit 
Module One of Year One: Introduction to Philosophy.

For further information please contact: headmin@maryvale.ac.uk
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Master Of Arts in Catholic Applied Theology

This programme leads to the award of the degree of Master of Arts from The Open University.  
It is suitable for professional workers in pastoral ministries, those involved in the fields of 
religious education, catechesis and leadership in schools, and, indeed, anyone wishing to 
deepen their knowledge of various aspects of Catholic Theology, Ethics and Spirituality. 

The programme is open to candidates with an honours degree (2:2 or above) or equivalent 
academic or professional qualifications. The Institute welcomes students whether or not 
they are from the Catholic community. 

Aims 
The programme aims to: 

•  Enable students to engage in an informed, systematic and critical 

   
 manner with Catholic Theology, Philosophy and the Human Sciences; 

•  Equip students to exercise responsibility and independence in their studies 

    

and research and to be able to apply the fruits of these critically and creatively.

Structure
The MA is a 30-month, distance-learning programme with short residential schools commencing 
each January.  For the first 24 months, students work in their home environment following 
specially designed module course books, and associated reading, and submitting assignments 
based upon this reading.  The final 6 months of the programme focus on the writing of a 
20,000 word dissertation. 

It is possible, within the structure of the MA programme, to terminate with the award of a 
Postgraduate Certificate (after Year 1) or Postgraduate Diploma (after Year 2). 

Content
Students follow one of five ‘pathways’ through the programme which constitute particular 
specialisms. The five pathways are:

• Apologetics

• Faith and Culture

• Marriage and Family Life

• Religious Education and Catechesis

• Spirituality

For further information please contact: headmin@maryvale.ac.uk
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This pathway is for anyone wishing to deepen their understanding of the rational foundations 
of the Catholic worldview in order to be able to engage effectively with the intellectual 
challenges posed by the secular culture of our time. It is of particular relevance to all involved 
in preaching and teaching the faith in schools, colleges and parishes.

Aims
This pathway aims to foster knowledge and critical understanding of the rational grounds 
for the Catholic faith, intellectual objections to it, and the range of possible responses, enabling 
students to expound and defend the faith in the modern world.

Content
Modules studied include: 

• Catholic Sexual Ethics

• Christian Anthropology

• Controversial Issues from Church History

• Controversial Issues in Modern Apologetics

• Introduction to Apologetics

• Philosophy, God and Science

• Research Methods

• The Historical Jesus and the Church

MA in Catholic Applied Theology 
Apologetics

For further information please contact: headmin@maryvale.ac.uk
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This pathway is suitable for professional workers in pastoral ministries such as schools, 
colleges, social work and health. Because of its emphasis on the Christian vision of the human 
person and the implications of this vision for personal development, behaviour, family, civic 
and social life and engagement with culture, this pathway is of particular relevance to educators 
with specific responsibilities for Citizenship within the curriculum.

Aims
This pathway aims to foster knowledge and critical understanding of Christian anthropology, 
faith, ethics, values and culture, and to enable students to reflect systematically on, and 
think critically and creatively about, spiritual, moral and social values in relation to various 
features of contemporary culture. 

Content
Modules studied include: 

• Catholic Social Thought

• Christian Anthropology

• Evangelising Culture

• God and Salvation in Jesus Christ

• Human Dignity: Foundation of Western Civilisation and Culture

• Learning from Monasticism

• Research Methods

• The Contemporary Socio-Political Context of the Family

For further information please contact: headmin@maryvale.ac.uk

MA in Catholic Applied Theology 
Faith and Culture
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This pathway teaches the beauty of the Catholic vision for marriage and family life and is 
informed by the teaching of Saint John Paul II. It is rooted in the truth of the human person 
created in the image and likeness of God who, “calling man to existence through love, He 
called him at the same time for love…Love is therefore the fundamental and innate vocation 
of every human being” (Familiaris Consortio n.11). It is this 'vocation to love' which lies at the 
heart of marriage and family life. This programme is suitable for those preparing for or living 
the vocation to marriage and family, and will be of interest to people involved in marriage 
preparation, pastoral care of the family, counselling as well as those involved in education, 
pro-life work, law, medicine and government and public policy.

Aims
This pathway aims to deepen the students’ knowledge and understanding of the Catholic 
vision for marriage and family particularly as informed by the teaching of Saint John Paul 
II, and to enable them to reflect critically on this knowledge and understanding in response 
to the need to enrich marriage and family life.

Content
Modules studied include: 

• Christian Anthropology: A Call to Love

• Living in Christ: an Introduction to Fundamental Moral Theology

• Love and Fruitfulness: Marriage and Family in the Teaching of the Church

• Love, Marriage and the Family: A Psychological Perspective

• Marriage in Sacred Scripture: a Covenant of Love

• Research Methods

• The Contemporary Socio-Political Context of the Family

• The Sacrament of Marriage: 'Loving as God Loves'

MA in Catholic Applied Theology 
Marriage and Family

For further information please contact: headmin@maryvale.ac.uk
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This pathway is particularly suitable for those in the teaching professions: existing teachers 
of RE value the opportunity of improving their theological and professional expertise, while 
qualified teachers in other disciplines can specialise in RE in Catholic schools. The degree 
is also for catechists, parents, clergy and religious.

Aims
This pathway aims to deepen students’ knowledge and understanding of the main areas of 
Catholic theology and the principles of Catholic education and catechesis, enabling them to 
reflect critically and creatively on issues pertinent to intellectual engagement with the Catholic 
worldview and with the transmission of the faith.

Content
Modules studied include: 

• Catechesis: Purpose, Nature, Method or Foundations of Catholic Religious Education

• Christian Anthropology

• God and Salvation in Jesus Christ

• Liturgy and Sacraments or Prayer and the Spiritual Life

• Scripture for RE and Catechesis

• Moral Formation

• Research Methods

• The Church

For further information please contact: headmin@maryvale.ac.uk

MA in Catholic Applied Theology 
Religious Education and Catechesis
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This pathway is for anyone wishing to deepen their understanding of the principles of 
Catholic spirituality in order to apply these in their life and work. It is of particular relevance 
to those in pastoral ministries (clergy, catechists, youth workers, chaplaincy teams and 
religious), as well as those in the teaching professions, who value the opportunity of improving 
their theological and professional expertise in the foundational area of spirituality. 

Aims 
This pathway aims to foster knowledge and critical understanding of the relationship between 
spiritual theology and the foundational doctrines of the Catholic faith, enabling students 
to reflect critically and creatively on issues pertinent to spirituality and spiritual formation.

Content
Modules studied include:  

• Catholicism and Contemporary Currents of Spirituality

• Christian Anthropology: A Call to Love

• God and Salvation in Jesus Christ

• Learning from the Fathers or Learning from Monasticism

• Mind and Heart: Medieval Spirituality or Examining the Spiritual Traditions of the                  

   Early Modern Church (16th - 17th centuries)

• Prayer and the Spiritual Life

• Psychology for Spiritual Formation

• Research Methods

For further information please contact: headmin@maryvale.ac.uk

MA in Catholic Applied Theology 
Spirituality
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The Ecclesiastical Licence in Divinity is established by the Holy See (which is a signatory to 
the 1999 Bologna Declaration) according to the norms governing Higher Institutes of Religious 
Sciences (HIRS) and is conferred through the Maryvale HIRS by the Faculté Nôtre Dame in 
Paris under the authority of the Holy See.  It is an award distinct from an STL.  The pathway 
in Catechetical Sciences is intended for those in leadership or other positions of responsibility 
in catechetics, for example:

•  those with diocesan responsibility for catechetics or adult faith formation

•  those involved in the creation, or oversight, of catechetical resources

•  those involved in work related to the new evangelisation

•  those in Catholic chaplaincy or Catholic school leadership positions

Structure and Content
Admission to the Licence programme is available for all those who have gained the Ecclesiastical 
Bachelor of Divinity, or an equivalent qualification. To gain the Licence, students first complete 
the modules and the dissertation of the Maryvale Institute Master of Arts in Catholic Applied 
Theology (Religious Education and Catechesis), or possess an equivalent qualification, and 
then spend a year studying three specialist modules focusing on:

•  a classic text in the area of catechetics 

•  a key figure in the area of catechetics

•  a contemporary debate in catechetics

Three residential weekends at the Institute support these three modules of study and prepare 
the students for an oral defence of their developed MA dissertation, which occurs at the end 
of the Licence year.

Licence in Divinity 
Specialisation in Catechetical Sciences

For further information please contact: catechetics@maryvale.ac.uk
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The Institute’s research degree provision is offered in collaboration with Liverpool Hope 
University, for the awards of that university.  Maryvale offers supervision in the area of 
Catholic Studies, including Religious Education, Pastoral Theology, Ecclesiastical History, 
Philosophy, Literature, Spirituality and Theology.

The required entrance standard for the Doctoral Programme is a Distinction (or equivalent 
grade) at Masters Level. 

For the MPhil the requirement is a Merit award at Masters Level. It is normally the case 
that the projected research thesis builds on the foundations of knowledge and understanding 
of a specific subject field that has already been gained through MA studies. 

The course of study is the production of a written thesis of approximately 100,000 words 
(PhD) or 60,000 words (MPhil). 

There are no credit-bearing taught courses in the programme.  Students study with the 
support of a supervisory team of at least two academics, knowledgeable in the chosen subject 
field and with previous experience of research supervision. 

There are a number of formal meetings to be recorded each academic year; these can be 
face-to-face, phone, email or Skype.  

Every student is required to attend a residential school of a fortnight’s length at Maryvale 
Institute.  This time includes some days spent at Liverpool Hope University.  Registration 
for doctoral work is 4-6 years. 

For further information please contact: research@maryvale.ac.uk

Master of Philosophy and Doctor of 
Philosophy in Catholic Studies



The degrees of MPhil and PhD are awarded by the following mode of assessment: 

(a) the evaluation of a written thesis document and 

(b) an oral defence of the arguments addressed in the written text. 

The examination panel consists of an internal and external examiner.  The oral examination 
is chaired by an academic who is neither a member of the supervisory team nor an examiner. 

The examination criteria are that the proposed thesis is innovative and creative, deals with 
the forefront of academic knowledge in the given field and moves forward the frontiers of 
academic knowledge in that field. 

Application Process
It is advisable to contact the Research Director of the programme before formal application 
to check whether an application is advisable. The enquirer is then sent an application pack 
and application form to complete. This document is processed both by Maryvale Institute 
and by Liverpool Hope University.

For further information please contact: research@maryvale.ac.uk
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FURTHER 
EDUCATION 

COURSES



Maryvale offers a comprehensive range of Certificate courses in Scripture, Catechesis, the 
Catholic Catechism, and formation for Ministry. These FE courses are all level three, part-time, 
distance-learning courses, specifically designed to enable adults with busy family, work and     
parish responsibilities to undertake study.  Participants study at home in their own time following 
specially written coursebooks, which act as core reading, lectures, and tutorials combined, leading 
students to wider reading if they have the time and interest.  For each module, the student presents 
a piece of written work, which is assessed and returned with tutorial feedback and encouragement.

Maryvale offers the following Further Education certificate courses:

•  Certificate in Catechesis (MCC)
•  Catholic Certificate in Religious Studies (CCRS)
•  Certificate in Parish Mission & Ministry (CPMM)
•  Certificate in Catholic Healthcare Chaplaincy (CCHC)
•  Certificate in the Teaching of Pope Francis (CTPF)
•  Certificate in Studies in the Catechism (CSC)
•  Certificate in New Testament Studies (CNTS)

These begin each autumn at Maryvale, and are of one or two years’ duration, with a series of 
three study days to attend. These are held on Saturdays, except for CCRS, which has study days 
on weekdays to suit the schoolteachers for whom the course is provided. 

The study days offer seminars and workshops to introduce the subjects and give additional 
insights, and are also opportunities to meet with staff and other students to ask questions and 
discuss the topics being studied. There is also an annual FE Retreat day open to all FE students, 
to provide spiritual formation and support. 

The CSC, CNTS and CTPF courses have webinars instead of study days, to support students’ 
independent study. (See page 43)

All FE courses offer webinars which support student’s study at home with seminars on specific 
subjects plus regular tutorial sessions that can either be accessed live or recordings can be viewed 
at a student’s convenience. The FE Director also provides ongoing tutorial support by email, 
phone, Skype or FaceTime.

In addition, Maryvale offers a six-month two module course:

•  A Catechesis on Marriage and Family (CCMF)

Applications are welcome at any time of year, and all courses are open access (without entrance 
requirements) unless stated otherwise.  Further details of individual courses are provided on 
the following pages.

For further information please contact: feadmin@maryvale.ac.uk
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Maryvale Further Education Courses 



This popular two-year part-time distance-learning course has trained thousands of parish 
catechists over the last twenty years, not only in the UK but in many dioceses around the world.

The MCC course is for anyone interested in developing his or her own faith for the sake 
of explaining it to others. The course includes practical aspects of catechesis, as well as a 
solid foundation in key areas of theology and spirituality, so theory is reflected in practice      
throughout the course.

This course can also be followed by Independent Study where students, who cannot 
attend study days because of distance or other commitments, can undertake study at their 
own pace, without any time constraints.

Content and Structure
The course draws from the Scriptures, the Catechism of the Catholic Church, the General    
Directory for Catechesis, and relevant documents of the Second Vatican Council as key         
reference texts, offering a balance of theology, spirituality, and catechetical teaching skills.

Eight modules are studied over two years or as two discrete stages – Part I and Part II – which 
can take longer than two years:

Year 1: Part I                                                   
•  Formation in Faith                                   
•  Jesus the Christ                                        
•  Introduction to Church History                            
•  The Church                                                     

Assessment
A written assignment is submitted for each module, comprising an essay of 1500 words and 
an outline plan for a catechesis session.

For further information please contact: feadmin@maryvale.ac.uk

Year 2: Part II
•  Sacred Scripture    
•  Liturgy & Sacraments                             
•  Life in Christ
•  Ways of Praying
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Certificate in Catechesis
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This is a two-year part-time distance-learning course for trainee and qualified teachers 
aiming to provide a basic qualification in Catholic Religious Education. It is awarded by the 
Board of Religious Studies on behalf of the Bishops' Conference of England and Wales (CBCEW) 
and the Certificate is awarded with the authority of the Archbishop of Birmingham.

Entry Requirements
You must be a trainee or qualified teacher.

Content and Structure
The course consists of eight modules, four per year: 

Year 1                                                                              Year 2
•  The Old Testament                                        •  The Church

•  The New Testament                                      •  The Sacraments

•  Jesus the Christ                                              •  Liturgy, Worship and Prayer

•  Introduction to Church History                •  Christian morality

Assessment
A written assignment of 1500 words is submitted for each module plus a reflection on teaching 
praxis.

Contact time
The CCRS Board at CBCEW requires ten hours of contact time per module so there are 
compulsory study days to attend.  Webinars on each module are also provided and ongoing 
support from the FE Director.

For further information please contact: feadmin@maryvale.ac.uk

Catholic Certificate in Religious Studies



  E: enquiries@maryvale.ac.uk   T: +44(0)121 360 8118   www.maryvale.ac.uk 37

This is a one-year part-time distance-learning course which provides essential formation 
for all those interested in collaborative ministry in parishes, both those already involved in 
parish ministries as well as parishioners who hesitate to volunteer their services without 
formation.

Content and Structure
The Certificate in Parish Mission and Ministry course consists of six modules, with specially 
prepared course books to study at home. There are also three study days, which provide 
interesting seminars, interactive discussions, and opportunities to meet like-minded people 
from different parishes, as well as the staff who will facilitate and support students. Webinars 
on each module are also provided and ongoing support from the FE Director.

The course begins with three mission modules, providing the rationale in scripture and 
Church teaching for all the baptised to share in the mission and ministry of Christ by fully 
engaging with their parishes and local communities. Three further ministry modules consider 
the various groups that any parish would seek to care for. 

•  The Mission of the People of God

•  The Parish: Theological Foundations

•  The Parish: Missionary Mandate

•  The Ministry of Compassion

•  Ministering to Families

•  Ministering to Young People

Assessment
A written assignment of 1500 words is submitted for each module plus a pastoral reflection.

For further information please contact: feadmin@maryvale.ac.uk

Certificate in Parish Mission and Ministry
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This is a one year part-time distance-learning course which provides formation for both 
clergy and laity for chaplaincy roles in hospitals and other healthcare settings, as well as 
ministry to the sick in residential care and in their own homes.

Entry Requirements
Candidates need to be recommended by their diocese and all applicants will be required to 
have Disclosure and Barring Service (DBS) checks (PVG in Scotland), and to have undertaken 
safeguarding training in preparation for their placements.

Content and Structure
Three modules are studied over one year, with a mandatory introductory residential study 
weekend providing practical workshops and training from experts in the field. 

In addition, a supervised placement in a local healthcare setting is arranged with the student's 
home diocese or parish or local hospital chaplain.

Assessment
A written assignment of 1500 words is submitted for each module plus a pastoral reflection. 
In addition, students will be asked to keep reflective journals recording their healthcare 
placement experiences and will submit a final report from their placement supervisor.

For further information please contact: feadmin@maryvale.ac.uk

• Faith Foundations.  Provides a comprehensive overview of Catholic doctrine. Students
  who have completed Catholic theological or catechetical studies may be given exemption 

  from this module.

• Principles of Ministering to the Sick.  Explains the Christian understanding of suffering;
  spiritual and religious care; the patient’s experience of physical and spiritual pain; the

  complex moral issues in contemporary healthcare situations; and the purpose of sacramental 
  ministry to the sick.

•  Practicalities of Ministering to the Sick.  Explores praxis, that is, visiting the sick,
   listening and communicating with them, praying with them and their families. The
   practicalities of working with other Christians, those of other faiths, and people without  
   faith adherence are examined.

Certificate in Catholic Healthcare Chaplaincy
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This is a one-year part-time distance-learning course that is designed for anyone interested 
in exploring the teaching documents of Pope Francis.  It provides a deeper understanding of 
the contemporary teaching of the Church, its breadth and its continuity with Tradition, and 
encourages students in personal spiritual growth and understanding of their baptismal vocation.

Content and Structure
Four modules are studied over the year, introduced by 4 webinars:
•  Evangelii Gaudium Study Guide
•  Laudato si' Study Guide
•  Amoris Laetitia Study Guide
•  Gaudete et Exsultate Study Guide

As well as the texts of Pope Francis themselves, the study guides also draw on the Scriptures, 
the Catechism of the Catholic Church, and selected magisterial teaching documents.

Assessment
A written assignment is submitted for each module, comprising an essay of 1500 words.

For further information please contact: feadmin@maryvale.ac.uk

Certificate in the Teaching of Pope Francis 



This two-year part-time distance-learning course gives a thorough introduction to the 
teaching contained in the Catechism, and is offered to all who wish to understand better 
the inexhaustible riches of salvation.  The Catechism is a treasury of wisdom and spirituality, 
as well as providing the reliable reference point for understanding and appreciating the 
Catholic faith.

Content and Structure
The course consists of six modules, three per year, presenting a complete commentary on 
the teaching contained in the Catechism of the Catholic Church.

Year 1                                                                                              Year 2
•  Faith and Revelation; the Creed: God the Father            •   Introduction to Morality        

•  The Creed: God the Son, God the Holy Spirit                  •   The Ten Commandments

•  Liturgy and Sacraments                                                         •   Prayer

The course can be studied at home on one's own, or as part of a parish group. 
Webinars on each module are also provided and ongoing support from the FE Director.

Assessment
A written assignment of 1500 words is presented at the end of each module.

For further information please contact: feadmin@maryvale.ac.uk

Certificate in Studies in the Catholic Catechism
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The CNTS is a two year part-time, distance learning course for anyone interested in 
developing their knowledge of the New Testament.  The course studies the Scriptures in the 
light of the Church's teaching expressed in Dei Verbum and the Catechism of the Catholic 
Church.  As well as introducing the usual scholarly approaches to the New Testament texts, 
the course locates texts within the unity of the whole of scripture and examines the place of 
the New Testament texts within the Tradition of the Church.

The course can be studied at home on one's own, or as part of a parish group.

Content and Structure
The Certificate in New Testament Studies consists of six modules, three per year, focusing upon 
the Gospels and the development of the early Church through Acts and the early letters of St Paul:

Year 1                                                                           Year 2
•  The Gospel of St Luke                                        •    The Gospel of St Matthew
•  Acts of the Apostles                                            •    The Gospel of St Mark
•  1 & 2 Thessalonians or 1 & 2 Corinthians   

 
•    The Gospel of St John  

Webinars on each module are also provided and ongoing support from the FE Director.

Assessment
A written assignment of 1500 words is presented at the end of each module.

For further information please contact: feadmin@maryvale.ac.uk

Certificate in New Testament Studies
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This six-month part-time distance learning course was launched in 2017 and is currently                  
delivered in the UK, Ireland and Singapore and it is open to anyone interested in learning 
about the beauty of the Church’s teaching on marriage and the family and its significance for 
the New Evangelisation. 

As a catechesis, the course teaches how marriage and the family is intimately woven into 
the whole fabric of the Catholic Faith. On the basis of this understanding, the course then           
presents the central role of marriage and family in the New Evangelisation. 

For further information, please contact: mfcadmin@maryvale.ac.uk

Content and Structure
This course draws on Sacred Scripture, the Catechism of the Catholic Church, key                         
documents of the Second Vatican Council, and the teaching of the Magisterium on marriage 
and the family. Particular attention is given to the teaching of Pope John Paul II (Theology of 
the Body), Pope Benedict XVI and Pope Francis.

There are two modules, each comprising five chapters:

Module 1
•   Marriage and Family Today
•   Marriage and Family as a Witness to Love and Life
•   God’s Plan for Human Love: Marriage from ‘the Beginning’ in Creation
•   Human Love in Need of Redemption: The Sacrament of Marriage
•   Marriage, a Lifelong Journey Together in Love

Module 2
•   The Gospel of the Family
•   The Family and the Covenant
•   The Family as the Domestic Church
•   The Family’s Mission as a School of Humanity
•   Family Spirituality – a Journey of Love
 
Assessment
A written assignment is submitted for each module, comprising an essay of 1500 words          
approx. Tutor support is available throughout the time of study.

A Catechesis on Marriage and Family
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Responding to the requests of students who want to continue learning at their own pace, 
Maryvale now provides a series of stand-alone modules for study. These can simply be audited, 
or a Maryvale Certificate award can be gained by completing a single written assignment of 
1500 words for each module studied. Modules available currently are:

Introduction to Philosophy
This module introduces philosophical issues of importance to Christian faith, and fundamental 
concepts in epistemology, metaphysics and ethics. The key encyclical on this issue, Fides et Ratio by 
Saint John Paul II is examined and there is a brief overview of the history of philosophy in order 
to introduce you to key thinkers and ideas. The vital role philosophy has to play in catechesis, 
evangelisation and dialogue with contemporary culture is examined.

Introduction to Canon Law
This module aims both to equip students with the necessary intellectual and practical tools to 
use ecclesiastical law as one expression of the mystery of the Church and to enable students to 
deepen their understanding of the various obligations and rights of the laity, especially in the 
particular Church to which they belong. The module investigates how the Codex Iuris Canonici 
(Code of Canon Law) of 1983 is faithful to the ecclesiology of the Second Vatican Council and 
its intention to renew Christian living.

Introduction to Church History
This module offers an overview of key events and personalities in the history of the Catholic 
Church, from the first Christians to the contemporary community of faith.  Councils, Synods, the 
Christological controversies, the influence of monasticism, the Middle Ages, the Great Schism, 
the Reformation all evidence the presence of persecution, revolution and reform through the 
centuries in the Church as in the secular world.

Introduction to Catholic Social Teaching
This module aims to widen understanding of what Catholic social teaching is and to                                
encourage reflection on where it fits into the wider mission of the Church. It provides information 
on the historical background from which the formal body of Catholic social teaching emerged; 
the first document and reasons for its development; key themes in social teaching as they have 
emerged over the past century; case studies reflecting on these themes in contemporary daily 
life, reflection questions, and ideas for further reading.

For further information please contact: feadmin@maryvale.ac.uk

Independent Study
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The Catholics of Scotland
This introduction to the history of the Catholic Church in Scotland covers the period from the 
Celtic Church to the restoration of episcopal hierarchy and Catholic emancipation. That is, from 
the year 563 when St Columba and twelve companions founded a monastery of scattered huts 
on the island of Iona, to 1878 when the peace-making role of Charles Eyre made it possible for 
an episcopal hierarchy to be proclaimed for Scotland with little fuss.

RCIA Catechesis
This module is intended for catechists involved or intending to be involved, in RCIA in their 
parishes. Prior catechetical formation is necessary. The module provides a solid foundation for 
understanding the different catechetical, pastoral, and liturgical dimensions of the RCIA process 
based on the Rites. Methods for communicating and planning effectively and for using the key 
sources for developing RCIA catechesis are given, as well as an explanation of the different re-
sponsibilities of those involved in RCIA and of how to equip oneself to meet these responsibilities.

For further information please contact: feadmin@maryvale.ac.uk

In addition the following single modules can be followed by Independent Study.

Study Guides to Papal Teaching Documents
• Redemptor Hominis (Christ, the Redeemer of Man, 1979)
• Dives in Misericordia (God the Father, Rich in Mercy, 1980)
• Familiaris Consortio (The Family in the Modern World, 1985)
• Dominum et Vivificantem (The Holy Spirit, Lord and Giver of Life, 1986)
• Veritatis Splendor (The Splendour of Truth, 1993)
• Evangelium Vitae (The Gospel of Life, 1995)
• Fides et Ratio (Faith and Reason, 1998)
• Ecclesia de Eucharistia (The Church of the Eucharist, 2003)
• Deus Caritas Est (God is Love, 2005)
• Evangelii Gaudium (The Joy of the Gospel, 2013) 
• Laudato si' (On Care for our Common Home, 2015)
• Amoris Laetitia (The Joy of Love, 2016)
• Gaudete et Exsultate (The Call to Holiness, 2018)
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Study Guides to the Catechism of the Catholic Church
• Faith & Revelation; the Creed: God the Father
• The Creed: God the Son, God the Holy Spirit
• Liturgy & Sacraments
• Introduction to Morality
• The Ten Commandments
• Prayer

Study Guides to the New Testament
• 1 and 2 Thessalonians
• 1 and 2 Corinthians
• The Gospel of St Matthew
• The Gospel of St Mark
• Galatians and Romans
• The Gospel of St Luke
• The Acts of the Apostles
• The Prison Letters of St Paul: Ephesians, Colossians, Philippians, Philemon
• The Gospel of St John
• 1 and 2 Peter, James, Jude

For further information please contact: feadmin@maryvale.
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This is a new one-year, full-time, distance-learning degree validated by the Open 
University, for those working in either an employed or voluntary capacity in Catholic youth 
ministry, educational  chaplaincy or a similar setting. Teaching is delivered is through a 
combination of residentials and online learning, and 48% of the course consists of 
placement or workplace-based learning.  

Although currently offered as a one-year HE certificate programme, the Institute intends 
to apply for validation of a two-year foundation degree in Youth Ministry and Chaplaincy.  
If this is granted, we anticipate that those who have successfully completed the certificate 
should be able to obtain accreditation of their learning as the first year of that degree.  

Content and Structure
The programme consists of six modules:
•  Youth Ministry and School Chaplaincy in context
•  Ministry Leadership and Policy
•  Youth Culture I
•  Church and Sacraments
•  Biblical Foundations for Youth Ministry
•  Christ and Christian Ethics

 

 

For further information, please contact: youthministry@maryvale.ac.uk

Foundation Degree in Youth 
Ministry and Chaplaincy
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Assessment
A variety of assessment methods is used, appropriate to the learning outcomes of each   
module. They include: article or chapter reviews, essays, portfolios and case study reports.      

Who is the course for? 
Because this programme includes a substantial proportion of workplace-based learning, 
it is only open to those working or volunteering in an appropriate setting and who have 
received the agreement of their employer or project organiser.

For further information, please contact: youthministry@maryvale.ac.uk



Maryvale Institute  works with a network of experienced catechists to meet the demands 
of what the Church describes as a ‘primary task’ — ‘the preparation and formation of catechists 
in the deep riches of the faith’ (General Directory for Catechesis). The Institute provides ongoing 
support, advice and resources for catechists working in the field. 

Anchor - Resources for Adults
Maryvale has collaborated in the production of Anchor, a parish catechetical resources published 
by the Dominican Sisters of St Joseph in Lymington, Hampshire.
Designed to refresh and strengthen the faith of adult Catholics, the three part Anchor series 
covers the essential truths of the Faith using artworks and Scripture and offers a fresh look 
at the sacraments.

1. Anchoring you in the Faith explores the sacrament of the Eucharist.

2. Anchoring you in Happiness explores the sacrament of Reconciliation.

3. Anchoring you in New Life explores the sacrament of Baptism. 

The aim of these beautiful resources is also to equip parents and grandparents with a 
fundamental knowledge and experience of the Faith as it is professed, celebrated, lived and 
prayed in the Church, so that they can pass it on to their children and grandchildren. 

Anchor is available from the Maryvale Bookshop and from the website: 
http://www.anchoryourfaith.com

Echoes  - a Resource for Catechists
Echoes is a parish-based training resource providing initial formation for those who are, or 
want to be, involved in parish or family catechesis, providing preliminary guidelines for 
catechists and assisting in the development of parish catechetical teams. The eleven sessions 
are designed to highlight the beauty of the Church’s faith and give an account of how the 
Church thinks, lives and works, in order to make it easier for catechists to understand, 
appreciate and hand on what she believes. Echoes is easy to run in a parish and includes texts, 
study sheets, photocopiable handouts, artwork, group activities and prayers.

The Lord’s Prayer 
This parish resource for adults was originally published by CTS as a short course on the 
Lord's Prayer as 'a summary of the Gospel'.  It is now a newly revised seven session resource, 
based on the questions on the Our Father in the Compendium of the Catechism of the 
Catholic Church and is especially suitable for prayer groups, for parents of children preparing 
for the sacraments and for parish adult education groups. Each session has a text to read 
together, artwork and activities to consolidate the knowledge of the faith in deepening and 
enhancing ways.   The Leader's Guide contains advice, teaching notes and ongoing support 
details and excellent handouts for making multiple copyright free copies. 

For further information please contact: bookshop@maryvale.
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Catechetical Resources
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GENERAL 
INFORMATION
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The Friends of Maryvale is an independent association, formed in 2003 with its own            
constitution.  Its membership includes students, alumni, staff, pilgrims to the Shrine of the 
Sacred Heart, and anyone interested in the long history and continuing mission of Maryvale 
House and the Institute.

The aims of the Friends are to support the vision and mission of Maryvale Institute and 
to promote links and connections among those who have an affection for Maryvale.                                
Membership is open to all who share these aims, and currently costs £15 per year, or £100 for 
life membership (which can be spread over two or five years).

Benefits of membership include:

•  Monthly mass for members’ intentions in the Maryvale House chapel on the first Friday of    
    each month.
•  Regular news and updates about events and developments at Maryvale.
•  Invitations to Institute and Friends’ events.

The Friends organise a number of social, musical and cultural events throughout the year 
which attract members of local parishes and the wider community to visit Maryvale and     
discover more about its history and activity.  

The Friends also promote fund-raising  campaigns to support particular projects for the         
Institute and the sisters, and also raise funds for bursaries to support deserving students 
who find difficulty affording the full amount of their fees.

Religious communities are invited to become Prayer Partner Friends of Maryvale; there is no 
fee, they simply agree to pray for Maryvale, its staff and students regularly.

For further information please contact: thefriends@maryvale.ac.uk 

The Friends of Maryvale
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Maryvale Institute is the responsible agency of the Archdiocese of Birmingham to support 
the diocesan mission in the areas of evangelisation and adult formation.  Its mission however 
extends beyond the diocese as a world-class provider of Catholic further and higher education 
to students in many different countries.  The Institute has been a legally independent charitable 
trust since 1996 and, apart from diocesan support for its role in catechesis, its budget is made 
up from course fees, donations and occasional grants.  As part of Maryvale’s policy of mission, 
fee levels have always been kept to a minimum in order to maximise access to courses.  Even 
so, there are still many who experience difficulty affording the fees and we aim to attract 
sufficient funding for bursaries to cater for genuine and worthy applicants wishing to undertake 
courses of study and research. 

In pursuit of its Catholic mission, the Institute is also concerned to develop wider outreach 
by constantly keeping abreast of developments in communications technology, to respond 
creatively to new needs in the Church, and to respond effectively to the task of evangelisation, 
and it actively seeks funding to support its development in these, and other, areas.

Further development information and ways to donate to Maryvale, including a downloadable 
Gift Aid form, can be found on the Maryvale website under the About tab.  Anyone wishing 
to know more about Maryvale’s needs, to make a donation or a recommendation, is invited 
to make contact: 

For further information please contact: development@maryvale.ac.uk 

Bursaries and Development Funding
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Maryvale can provide accommodation for day conferences for around 150 people in its 
lecture, conference and seminar rooms, and has study bedrooms to accommodate around 
40 guests for residential events.  Catering is provided by the Bridgettine sisters on a                     
full-board basis, or as required.  

The house offers an ideal location for individual or small group retreats and all visitors are 
welcome to use the chapels for private prayer or to join with the daily prayer times of the 
community.  There is a guests’ lounge and licensed bar for residential visitors.  

The Institute has extensive grounds which provide an area of tranquility within the surrounding 
suburban neighbourhood, and include a rosary walk with Stations of the Cross.  

Maryvale is served by direct public transport from Birmingham city centre, and is easily 
accessible from the M5 and M6 motorways.  There is ample car parking space.

 For further information please contact: estates@maryvale.ac.uk

A Conference and Retreat Venue
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For Further Information

Main Office 
enquiries@maryvale.ac.uk 

Director 
Fr Edward Clare

director@maryvale.ac.uk 

Academic Registrar 
Rita Bannister

registry@maryvale.ac.uk 

Bridgettine Sisters 
Mother Jaya

mothersuperior@maryvale.ac.uk

Bookshop 
bookshop@maryvale.ac.uk 

Development Funding  
development@maryvale.ac.uk 

Finance Office 
finance@maryvale.ac.uk 

Library  
librarymanager@maryvale.ac.uk 

Visits, Event Bookings and Room Hire  
estates@maryvale.ac.uk 
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By Car, from the M40
Join the M42 travelling towards the M6 North. Then follow instructions below:

By Car, from the M5
Join the M6 at Junction 8. Follow the sign for ‘London and Birmingham North’. Almost immediately 
leave M6 at Junction 7 (see below).

By Car, from the M6
Leave at Junction 7, following the sign for Birmingham A34. Follow the A34 towards Birmingham 
for 400 yards. At traffic lights (Scott Arms) turn left. Follow dual carriageway (Queslett Road) 
for 1.3 miles to large roundabout (Asda store on right). Turn right onto Aldridge Road, proceed 
for 400 yards then turn left onto Shady Lane; proceed for 300 yards, then turn right onto Oscott 
School Lane. Go to end of Oscott School Lane and turn left, Maryvale gates are on your left. 

International Airport
By Taxi: We advise you to call Great Barr Cars on 0121 258 7777.

From Birmingham City Centre by public transport
West Midlands Travel Bus No 997 (20-25 mins journey time) from Bull Street in the city centre. 
Get off at the first stop in Oscott School Lane. Please note exact change is needed for this 
service.

Click on ‘How to find us’ at the Maryvale website to download a pdf map.

How To Find Us
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Maryvale Institute was officially granted its own coat of arms, in response to Archbishop 
Couve de Murville’s application to the College of Arms, by Letters Patent dated 8th December 
1993, the Feast of the Immaculate Conception of Our Lady. 

The lilies of the valley are symbolic of Mary and the vale in which the house is set. In France 
there is a custom on the first of May, ‘Mary’s month’, for children to offer lilies of the valley 
to their mothers to assure them they are pledged to their faith and to all that is good. The 
direction of the lilies of the valley indicates they are being held out as an offering to Our 
Lady. 

The lion is the emblem of the Bromwich family.  Fr Andrew Bromwich, priest of the family, 
left the mission-house, chapel and land, where Maryvale is situated, to the Midland District 
of the Church on his death.  The lion also represents Our Lord, the Lion of Judah (Revelation 
5:5).  The tears on the lion represent the tears of joy of Our Lady for her Son. 

The motto Audite Insulae is the first phrase of Isaiah 49:1: Listen to me, O islands, and hearken, you 
people from afar. 

Maryvale’s Coat of Arms
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The site of Maryvale has been in Catholic hands since the Middle 
Ages and even survived the Reformation. Andrew Bromwich, a priest 
whose family coat of arms forms the basis of Maryvale’s, inherited 
Oscott House from his parents. From 1794 to 1838 it was the home of 
Oscott College, the first Seminary to open in England after the 
Reformation. In the time of the college, the historic Chapel of the 
Sacred Heart was inagurated as a place of pilgrimage and devotion. 

In 1846 Blessed John Henry Newman and his community, who had 
recently been received into the Catholic Church, were offered the 
vacated Seminary. It was Newman who named the house ‘Maryvale’ 
and established the first English Oratory there on 1st February 1848. 
The next phase of Maryvale saw it become in 1849 the English novitiate 
and scholasticate of the Oblates of Mary Immaculate and was visited 
by St Eugene de Mazenod. Two years later the Sisters of Mercy occupied 
the House, running an orphanage and establishing a school for poor 
children. The sisters’ service to the needy lasted until their departure 
in 1980, when a Centre for Catholic formation and education was 
opened at Maryvale, a Centre that became today’s Maryvale Institute.

M A RY VA L E  I NS T I T U T E
Maryvale House, Old Oscott Hill, Birmingham, United Kingdom B44 9AG

Tel: +44(0)121 360 8118 · Email: enquiries@maryvale.ac.uk · www.maryvale.ac.uk

Maryvale - Steeped In 
History


