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Congratulations to all those who put forward essays 

for inclusion. Publishing is a long process but we are 

very happy to announce its publication by Cambridge 

Scholars Press. The book contains essays covering a 

range of topics, from ecology to theology to biblical 

studies and history of Catholic affairs in the twentieth 

century. All papers have a connection with the 

Encyclical, Laudato si’.  

Laudato si’ publication 

Editorial preface 

Welcome to the first PGR alumni bulletin! Many thanks to all who contributed. 

Any suggestions for content or comments on format would be helpful — 

please email: postgrad@maryvale.ac.uk  

GRADUATION— Tuesday 21 November 2017 

At the forthcoming Maryvale Graduation cere-

mony at St Chad’s Cathedral, two Research 

students will be honoured for thesis completion: 

Sr Mary Treacy and Birgith Kalve. To the left is 

a photo of Fr Daniel Cardo and Ryan Hanning at 

their graduation two years ago! 

Fr Daniel Cardo 

As soon as I finished my doctorate I began to teach at 

St. John Vianney Seminary in Denver. Currently, I am 

teaching the courses on the Sacrament of the 

Eucharist, Patristics and Homiletics. The experience I 

had during my Maryvale years of learning so many 

things, and especially how to research has been an 

indispensable foundation in order to become part of a 

community of professors and help teach and form our 

seminarians. I also became a member of the Society for Catholic Liturgy, 

of which I am now a board member, helping in the organisation of 

conferences and promoting a renewal in the Sacred liturgy.  

I have participated in the process of peer reviewing for articles and books, 

and am working currently on publishing an adapted version of my own 

dissertation. I have written some articles and have two other projects in 

which I am working, although slowly – as I am also, if did not mention it, a 

full time parish priest!–: a publication on homiletics and an adaptation of a 

book I published in Spanish about Faith in the Thought of Joseph 

Ratzinger.  

I am very grateful for everything I learned, and the friendships formed at 

Maryvale.  

 

Sr Thomas More Stepnowski  

Since completing my degree in June 2015, I have the 

opportunity to write and present on my research topic at 

conferences exploring human flourishing, culture and 

the imagination at the following institutions: McGill 

University, Montreal, Canada; Notre Dame University, 

Notre Dame, Indiana; Benedictine University, Atchison, 

Kansas; Franciscan University, Steubenville, Ohio. I 

have also contributed articles to the following 

journals: Faith, The Catechetical Review, The Downside Review, as well as a 

chapter to Reflections on Laudato Si' (Cambridge Scholars Press). Currently I 

am focusing upon two areas related to my research on the formation of the 

imagination. First, I am intrigued that the new nature writers, such as Robert 

MacFarlane, Stephen Moss and Richard Louv, exhort that foundational 

experiences in nature and landscape are essential to the formation of the 

imagination, as did Conrad Pepler, O.P., and Gerald Vann, O.P. Second, I am 

currently exploring how the formation of the imagination is a pre-

evangelization task which is essential to understanding liturgical and 

sacramental symbols.                      
  

Ryan Hanning 

Since receiving my doctoral degree I have 

been serving as an Associate Professor 

within the College of Liberal Arts and 

Sciences as well as the College of 

Education for the University of Mary, 

teaching Church History, Catholicism in 

Modernity, History of Catholic Education, as 

well as directing the program for our 

Campus in Tempe, AZ. In addition to teaching, I am continuing to develop 

and write on theology in the eastern and western traditions of the Church, 

having contributed a chapter on the theology of Fr. Georges Florovsky for an 

upcoming book. Other notable contributions include a chapter in Maryvale’s 

own reflections on Laudato Si’, and presentations given at Holy Cross 

Orthodox Seminary in Brookline, Massachusetts, and at Arizona State 

University on Ecology and Theology.  
 

Stephen Yates 

In January 2014, I was awarded my PhD in Theology 

by Liverpool Hope University for a thesis entitled 

Recent Catholic Debate Concerning the Intermediate 

State: An Analysis and Critical Response. In January 

2017, this was published as Between Death and 

Resurrection: a Critical Response to Recent Catholic 

Debate Concerning the Intermediate State by 

Bloomsbury Academic Publishing, New York. Since 

then I have continued to research and write in the area of eschatology, 

most recently having an article accepted for publication by the Heythrop 

Journal on the metaphysical aspects of the dogma of the Virgin Mary’s 

bodily assumption into heaven. In June 2017, I participated in a colloquium 

in Ramsgate on the subject of Limbo, organised by the Dialogos Institute. I 

am currently working on a paper critiquing the arguments of another 

scholar working in the area of eschatology who argues that 1 Corinthians 

15 entails belief in immediate resurrection. I am also investigating topics in 

the area of philosophy of religion and the eastern orthodox tradition for a 

paper I hope to deliver at a conference on this theme in Romania in 2019. 

This is likely to be on either the topic of purgatory or divine action.  

 

Birgith Kalve  

I am working as a teacher in Christianity, Religion and Ethics and 

Mathematics in a secondary school in Bergen, the first Catholic secondary 

school in Norway with pupils from 16-19 years of age. In October I went to an 

interview and held a lecture in Religion and Ethics at the University/

(Høgskulen på Vestlandet), Norway. I had a positive impression of the 

position, but it will take some time to sort out the candidates. I am also 

planning to publish some articles in the field of religion and ethics, bioethics 

and theology.  
  

Sr Mary Treacy 

During my research I came across a quotation from Cardinal Hume which 

continues to occupy a space on my noticeboard. It reads: ‘Not all study has to 

be at the service of some utilitarian purpose […] Simply to know and rejoice in 

knowing is sufficient justification for study’.
1
 

Until some thirty years ago, the history of women religious was a largely 

neglected area of research. I began my work on the early history of the 

Salesian Sisters in England as a contribution to the on-going, developing 

discourse. At a practical level I have written a number of short, non-academic 

articles for the in-house newsletter of the Salesian Sisters’ British province 

and contributed to an international journal of Salesian studies, all in view of 

disseminating knowledge of the Salesian Sisters both in the Church and in 

England and of the contribution  of women religious to society, in general. 

Further to the writing, I have been invited and given some talks or lectures to 

gatherings of clergy and lay people in two parishes. My current circumstances 

prevent any serious research beyond editing my thesis for publication but I 

hope to resume study in the New Year.  Alleluia! 
1 See Maurice Whitehead, ‘A View from the Bridge: The Catholic School’ in From Without the Flaminian Gate. 

150 years of Roman Catholicism in England and Wales 1850-2000, V. Alan McClelland and Michael Hodgetts 

(eds),  London: Darton, Longman and Todd,1999, 226.  
 

Sr Eleanor Gibson 

I defended my PhD thesis at the end of February, 2017 

and was back in Kenya by March of the same year.  In 

May I was appointed Director of the Institute of Youth 

Studies (IYS) in Tangaza University College, Nairobi – 

a position I couldn’t have held without the Doctoral 

qualification.  Since then I have contributed an article to 

the Catechetical Review and written a book chapter on 

the experience of youth in the church for a publication 

the IYS is planning to bring out as a contribution to the 2018 Synod on Young 

People, the Faith and Vocational Discernment.  The book chapter is a more 

elaborated edition of the presentation I delivered at the Symposium that was 

attended by over 200 participants, composed mainly of formation 

communities and their formators as well as young people, mostly from the 

Archdiocese of Nairobi.  The substance of the presentation was from the data 

collected for the thesis.  Currently I am working towards the publication of my 

thesis, but in a more ‘popular’ style and adding in some extra current research 

on how addictions (especially pornography) and social networking sites are 

affecting the faith development of young people in the African urban context. 

 

Marc Tumeinski 

I am teaching theology at Anna Maria College in Paxton, Massachusetts 

(US). Anna Maria is a Catholic liberal arts college started by the Sisters of St. 

Anne. In addition to teaching, I am working to strengthen the existing theology 

program (e.g. by adding new courses, recruiting interested students) and to 

add new programs (e.g., a graduate theology degree, diaconate preparation, 

continuing education and certificate programs). My current research interests 

include theological explorations of peace and peacemaking, the practice of 

the works of mercy, and the concept of fraternity as developed in the writings 

of Pope Francis.  
 

Fr John Arthur Orr 

Since completing my thesis, published as Reason in 

Wojtyla / John Paul II (CreateSpace 2014) I have 

continued my intellectual endeavors variously.  For 

example 2017 has seen the publication of the fourth 

volume of commentaries on the “In Brief” articles from 

the Catechism of the Catholic Church as The New 

Evangelization: Pastoral Reflections on the Lord’s 

Prayer and the Rosary (CreateSpace) as well as the 

collaborative effort as editor and contributor Reflections on Pope Francis’ 

Encyclical Laudato si’(Cambridge Scholars).  Two earlier volumes on the “In 

Brief” sections published by CreateSpace are variations on the theme: The 

New Evangelization: Pastoral Reflections on the Sacraments (2015), on the 

Commandments (2016).  Also in 2016 I edited and published a guide Year of 

Mercy Pilgrimage (CreateSpace) for a group I led in prayer to the tombs of 

Saints Peter and Paul and Pio of Pietrelcina.  I have posted several articles 

on Linkedin “Father Spadaro at Notre Dame” (17 October, 2017); 

“Catholicism and Non-Contradiction” (12 October, 2017); “Amoris Laetitia is 

Thomist” (30 September, 2017); “Nashville Statement...” (2 September, 

2017); “A Response to Father Spadaro’s ‘Ecumenism of Hate” (19 July, 

2017); “Humanae Vitae at 50???” (17 June, 2017); “Scorsese, ‘Silence’, 

Apostasy and Martyrdom” (22 February, 2017).  
 

Eric Westby  

Completing the Research programme has allowed me to become a full-time 

faculty member for Franciscan University of Steubenville.  As a member of 

the theology faculty, I teach entirely online, and consequently my family and I 

did not have to move from our residence in Phoenix, Arizona.  This is a 

unique arrangement, for I am currently the only full-time off-site member of 

the faculty.  As an online professor, the primary responsibility I have is the 

grading of papers.  I believe that the Research programme at Maryvale, and 

in particular the expertise and leadership of Prof Mary Mills, has allowed me 

to provide well thought-out criticism and guidance to the students I 

serve.  Mary’s critique of my work was so good that it 

has left, similar to the Sacrament of Holy Orders, a sort 

of indelible mark on me!  Obtaining the doctoral degree 

has also helped me to gain vital credibility in growing 

the Institute of Catholic Theology (www.ictphx.org), of 

which I am the director.  In addition to a variety of 

continuing education offerings, the Institute offers local, 

in-person support for online graduate students in 

theology and catechetics in the Franciscan University 

online programs.  I am truly appreciative for all that the Maryvale Institute has 

given me.  

Please give my greetings to all.  I do miss the trips for Phoenix to England!  It 

was a special time. 

 

News from our alumni around the world 

To unsubscribe from this list, please contact: postgrad@maryvale.ac.uk 


