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 1. Overview/ factual information 

Programme/award title(s) 
Ecclesiastical Licence in Divinity, Pathway in Catechetical 
Sciences 

Teaching Institution Maryvale Institute 

Awarding Institution Faculte Notre Dame de Paris 

Date of first FND validation 2015 

Date of latest FND (re)validation 
Annual revision and monitoring by HIRS Council meetings at 
Maryvale and in Paris 

Next revalidation July 2020 

Credit points for the award ETC 30 (The Licence year) 

UCAS Code n/a 

HECoS Code n/a 

LDCS Code (FE Colleges) n/a 

Programme start date and cycle of starts 
if appropriate. 

2015 

Underpinning QAA subject benchmark(s) Theology 

Other external and internal reference 
points used to inform programme 

outcomes. 
For apprenticeships, the standard or 

framework against which it will be 
delivered.  

FND, HIRS Board, ASC, AB, External examiners. 

Professional/statutory recognition Ecclesiastical degree  

For apprenticeships fully or partially 
integrated Assessment.  

Fully integrated assessment 

Mode(s) of Study (PT, FT, DL, 
Mix of DL & Face-to-Face) 

Apprenticeship 
PT 

Duration of the programme for each 
mode of study 

One year (Final Year of the Ecclesiastical Licence in catechetics) 

Date of production/revision of this 
specification 

Jan 2020 
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ECCLESIASTICAL LICENCE IN DIVINITY: PATHWAY IN 

CATECHETICS 
 

MODULE SPECIFICICATION 
(THE LICENCE YEAR) 

 
 
 

MODULE 1. ANALYSIS OF PRIMARY TEXTS IN CATECHETICS  
(Taken from a selection offered or independently chosen by the student) 

 

1. 1. Factual information 

 

Module title Analysis of Primary Texts in Catechetics  
 

Level 7 

(Licence) 

Module tutor Mrs. Ausra Karaliute - Cane, S.T.L. Credit value ETC 7 

Module type  Taught Notional 

learning hours 

200 

 

2. Rationale for the module and its links with other modules 

 

 

This module is designed to enable students to engage in advance analysis of original 

theological resources related to catechetics. In doing so students will learn to appreciate 

the historical, educational and cultural context which catechetical text had emerged. 

Students will be encouraged to recognized and to look into depth of historical changes 

when applying catechetical methodology. In doing so, students will familiarize with the 

related academic fields of knowledge related to the study of the catechetical texts.    

 

 

3. Aims of the module 

 

The aim of this module is built students skills and perspectives in advanced analysis of 
original classic text in catechetics taking into consideration of the historical, theological, 

educational and cultural contexts of the time when the texts were produced. In this task the 
student will receive structural guidance and advice from an academic tutor. 
 
The following are the classical texts that students will be invited to engage. Students will 
be encouraged to choose one of the following. However, students might to decide to 
choose a different text with the advice and consultation and the prior approval from their 
tutor.  
 
1. The catechumenate (2nd–4th century): 

 St. Clement of Alexandria, (150–215), Paedagogus (A tutor). 
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3. Aims of the module 

 St. Cyril of Jerusalem, (313–386). Catecheses mystagogicae, (The Mystagogic 

Catecheses). 

 St. Ambrose (340–397) Explanatio symboli, (Commentary on the Symbol). 

 St. Gregory of Nyssa, (335–395), Oratio catechetica (Catechetical teaching). 
2. Early Catechisms (5th–6th century) 

 St. Augustine of Hippo, (c. 354–430), De catechizandis rubidus, (How to Catechise the 
Ignorant). 

3. Contemporary classic text in Catethetics (20th to 21st century): 

 Pope John Paul II, (1920–2005), Apostolic exhortation Catechese tradendae, 

(Catechesis in Our Time). 

 Pope Francis, (1936–), Encyclical letter Lumen Fidei (Light of Faith). 
 

4. Pre-requisite modules or specified entry requirements 

None. 
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5. Intended learning outcomes A student who successfully completes this module will have: 

A. Knowledge and understanding Learning and  teaching strategy 

 

A1: Understand, systematically analyse and articulate the legacy of 

one of the key catechetical text. 

A2: Critically evaluate that catechetical text in the historical, 

philosophical, psychological and educational context and indicate its 

significance in  current catechetical theory and practices  

 

 

Course book and independent research 

 

Lecture input, personal research, online forums 

 

B. Cognitive skills 

 

Learning and teaching strategy 

 

B1: Reflect critically and systematically on different aspects of 

catechetical traditions as expressed in the historic catechetical text 

in regards to students own catechetical practices.  

 

 

Practical exercises, seminars, online activities 

 

 

C. Practical and professional skills Learning and teaching strategy 

  

Written work, online activities 
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C. Practical and professional skills Learning and teaching strategy 

C1: To employ skills of academic enquiry to probe the richness of the 

Catholic catechetical tradition and the legacy as analysed through 

the key catechetical text.. 

C2. To provide a comprehensive discussion on that legacy within a 

context of holistic catechetical theories and practice.  

  

Written work, online activities 

D Key transferable skills  Learning and teaching strategy 

D1: To apply theoretical reflection on a legacy of a key catechetical 

to pastoral ministry, one’s own and others. 

Study of catechetical text in relation to the current catechetical 

approaches and practices. 

 

6. Indicative content.  

 

In depth analysis of one of the following key texts in catechetics and as a result to enable students to get necessary tools and skills to 
choose and anlayse their chosen text independently:  

 St. Clement of Alexandria, (150–215), Paedagogus (A tutor). 

 St. Cyril of Jerusalem, (313–386). Catecheses mystagogicae, (The Mystagogic Catecheses). 

 St. Ambrose (340–397) Explanatio symboli, (Commentary on the Symbol). 

 St. Gregory of Nyssa, (335–395), Oratio catechetica (Catechetical teaching). 

 St. Augustine of Hippo, (c. 354–430), De catechizandis rubidus, (How to Catechise the Ignorant). 

 Pope John Paul II, (1920–2005), Apostolic exhortation Catechese tradendae, (Catechesis in Our Time). 

 Pope Francis, (1936–), Encyclical letter Lumen Fidei (Light of Faith). 
 
General overview of different approaches used in textual analysis 
Hermeneutics and religious education/catechetics. 
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7. Assessment strategy, assessment methods and their relative weightings 

 

Essay (6000 - 8000 words) 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

8. Mapping of assessment tasks to learning outcomes 

Assessment tasks 

Learning  outcomes 

A1 A2 B1 C1 C1 D1            

Essay x x x x x x            

Practical exercises                  

Seminars                  

                  

 
9. Teaching staff associated with the module  
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8. Mapping of assessment tasks to learning outcomes 

Assessment tasks 

Learning  outcomes 

A1 A2 B1 C1 C1 D1            

Name and contact details 

Dr. Birute Briliute (Catechetics); Mrs. Ausra Karaliute (Educational theories,  and children&adult faith formation); Prof. Herman 
Lombaerts (External consultant in Religious Education, Psychology and Catechetics). 

 

10. Key reading list  

The following literature is for the guidance only. Students are expected to focus on one of the key figures and to do their own research 
focusing mainly on primary sources and to take into consideration the main ideas of the theologians and expects in a particular key 
figure. 

Author Y
e
a
r 

Title Publisher  Location 

St John Paul II 1
9
7
9 

Catechesi 
Tradendae 

Apostolic 
Exhortation 

Vatican Vatican 

Pope Benedict XVI (Ratzinger, 
J., Card.) 

 

1
9
9
7 

Gospel, 
Catechesis, 
Catechism 

Ignatius Press  St. Francisco, US. 

Congregation for the Clergy 1
9
9
7 

General 
Catechetical 
Directory 

Vatican Vatican 
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10. Key reading list  

The following literature is for the guidance only. Students are expected to focus on one of the key figures and to do their own research 
focusing mainly on primary sources and to take into consideration the main ideas of the theologians and expects in a particular key 
figure. 

Author Y
e
a
r 

Title Publisher  Location 

Pope Benedict XVI, (Ratzinger, 
J. Card.), Schonborn 

 

1
9
9
4 

Introduction to the 
Catechism of the 
Catholic Church 

Ignatius Press St. Francisco, US 

Pope Benedict XVI, (Ratzinger, 
J., Card.) 

 

2
0
0
7 

Saint Cyril of 
Jerusalem,  

General Audience, 27 June Vatican 

Kelly, L.,  

 

2
0
0
0 

Catechesis Revisited Darton, Longman & Todd London, UK 

Bradshow, P., B.,  2
0
1
0 

The History of the 
Catechism of the 
Catholic Church, 

http://frben.com/documents/history_
of_the_catechism_of_the_cath
olic_church.pdf 

 

 

11. Other indicative text (e.g. websites) 
Fox, R.J., A Catechism of Church History: 2,000 Years of Faith and Tradition. Fatima Family Apostolate: Franciscan University of Steubenville, Ohio. http://catholic-

history.excerptsofinri.com/index.html 

Livingstone, E. A. (ed.), (2006), Clement of Alexandria (c.150–c.215) in The Concise Oxford Dictionary of the Christian Church, Second ed., Oxford University Press. 

http://www.amazon.co.uk/s/ref=dp_byline_sr_book_2?ie=UTF8&field-author=Cardinal+Christoph+Schonborn&search-alias=books-uk&text=Cardinal+Christoph+Schonborn&sort=relevancerank
http://frben.com/documents/history_of_the_catechism_of_the_catholic_church.pdf
http://frben.com/documents/history_of_the_catechism_of_the_catholic_church.pdf
http://frben.com/documents/history_of_the_catechism_of_the_catholic_church.pdf
/Users/birutebriliute/Desktop/Ann/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/Content.IE5/7UUL896B/%22http:/catholic-history.excerptsofinri.com
/Users/birutebriliute/Desktop/Ann/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/Content.IE5/7UUL896B/%22http:/catholic-history.excerptsofinri.com
http://oxfordindex.oup.com/view/10.1093/acref/9780198614425.001.0001
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Catholic Encyclopedia, Christian Doctrine: http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/05075b.htm 

Titus Flavius Clement of Alexandria (150-215), in Learning from the Church Fathers, http://www.reformedreflections.ca/articles /cf-7-titus-

flavius-clement.html 

http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/05075b.htm
http://www.reformedreflections.ca/articles/cf-7-titus-flavius-clement.html
http://www.reformedreflections.ca/articles/cf-7-titus-flavius-clement.html
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MODULE 2: A KEY FIGURE IN THE AREA OF CATECHETICS  
(Taken from a selection offered or independently chosen by the student) 

 
 

 

1. 1. Factual information 

 

Module title A Key Figure in the Area of Catechetics Level 7 

(Licence) 

Module tutor Mrs. Ausra Karaliute - Cane, S.T.L. Credit value ETC 7 

Module type  Taught Notional 

learning hours 

200 

 

2. Rationale for the module and its links with other modules 

 

 

This module is designed to enable students to explore their own understanding of the 

Catholic religious education theories and practices in relation to the tradition of Catholic 

religious education and with a particular focus on one of the key historical figures. 

Students will reflect on their own and other’s pastoral practices and pastoral context in 

the light of their exploration. 

 

 

3. Aims of the module 

 

The aim of this module is to guide students during their independent research into a 
prominent and defining personage in Catechetics and to further expound the enduring 
relevance of their ideas still present within the student’s own pastoral practices and 
personal environment with a special emphasis on contemporary catechetical practices in 
current use. This discussion will use a hermeneutical approach and will explore a number 
of salient historical, philosophical, psychological and educational ideas on the genesis 
of Faith on adults and children resulting in its ability to coexist with current pastoral 
practices  and its impact on the Students’ Pastoral Environment. 
 
The following are a few suggested prominent figures in catechetics and religious 
education or who significantly influenced Catechetics and Religious education within the 
Catholic Church. This list is limited for practical purposes, however students are 
encouraged to elect another prominent figure with the agreement of their academic tutor 
in charge of the module. 
 

 St. Thomas Aquinas (1225 –1274), 

 Ignatius of Loyola (1491-1556) 
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3. Aims of the module 

 St. John Baptist de la Salle (1651 –1719) 

 St. John Bosco  (1815 –1888) 

 Maria Montessori (1870 – 1952) 

 Pope St. John Paul II (1920-2005) 

 Pope Benedict XVI (1927 - ) 

 Lawrence Kohlberg (1927-1987) 

 Pope Francis (1936 - ) 

 James W. Fowler (1940 - ) 

 Thomas H. Groome  
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5. Intended learning outcomes A student who successfully completes this module will have: 

A. Knowledge and understanding Learning and  teaching strategy 

 

A1: Understand, systematically review and articulate the legacy of 

one of the key catechetical figures. 

A2: Critically evaluate that legacy in the historical, philosophical, 

psychological and educational context and indicate its significance 

in  current catechetical practices  

 

 

Course book and independent research 

 

Lecture input, personal research, online forums 

 

B. Cognitive skills 

 

Learning and teaching strategy 

 

B1: Reflect critically and systematically on different aspects of 

catechetical traditions in regards to students to own catechetical 

practices.  

 

 

Practical exercises, seminars, online activities 

 

 

C. Practical and professional skills Learning and teaching strategy 

  

Written work, online activities 
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C. Practical and professional skills Learning and teaching strategy 

C1: To employ skills of academic enquiry to probe the richness of the 

Catholic catechetical tradition and the legacy of the key figure. 

C2. To provide a comprehensive discussion on that legacy within a 

context of holistic catechesis and religious education. 

  

 

Written work, online activities 

D Key transferable skills  Learning and teaching strategy 

 

 

 

D1: To apply theoretical reflection on a legacy of a key figure in 

catechetics to pastoral ministry, one’s own and others. 

Study of catechetical programmes and the resources available 

to adults, children and youth. 

 

6. Indicative content.  

 

1. In depth analysis of one of the following key figures in catechetics: St. Thomas Aquinas (1225 –1274), Ignatius of Loyola (1491-
1556), St. John Baptist de la Salle (1651 –1719), St. John Bosco  (1815 –1888), Maria Montessori (1870 – 1952), Pope St. John 
Paul II (1920-2005), Pope Benedict XVI (1927 - ), Lawrence Kohlberg (1927-1987), Pope Francis (1936 - ), James W. Fowler (1940 
- ), Thomas H. Groome  and their ideas and legacy for their own generation and for us today. 

2. Hermeneutics and religious education. 
3. General overview of the main European approaches to children and adult education: historical development of a concept of 

childhood and recent adult education theory. 

4. Psychological perspectives on faith development and learning (Fowler, Ericson, Kohlberg, etc.) with a focus on a particular 

catechetical tradition. 

5. Analysis of the contemporary catechetical practices and resources for children and adults in the light of a legacy of one of the 

chosen catechetical figures. 
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6. Indicative content.  

 

 

7. Assessment strategy, assessment methods and their relative weightings 

 

Essay (6000 - 8000 words) 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

8. Mapping of assessment tasks to learning outcomes 

Assessment tasks 

Learning  outcomes 

A1 A2 B1 C1 C1 D1            

Essay x x x x x x            

Practical exercises                  

Seminars                  
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8. Mapping of assessment tasks to learning outcomes 

Assessment tasks 

Learning  outcomes 

A1 A2 B1 C1 C1 D1            

 
9. Teaching staff associated with the module  

Name and contact details 

Dr. Birute Briliute (Catechetics); Mrs. Ausra Karaliute (Educational theories and children as well as adult Faith formation); Fr. 
Malachy Keegan (Psychology of Human Faith development); Prof. Herman Lombaerts (External consultant in Religious 
Education, Psychology and Catechetics). 

 

10. Key reading list  

The following literature is for the guidance only. Students are expected to focus on one of the key figures and to do their own research 
focusing mainly on primary sources and to take into consideration the main ideas of the theologians and expects in a particular key 
figure. 

Author Y
e
a
r 

Title Publisher  Location 

      

Pope Francis 2
0
1
3 

Evangelii Gaudium 
Apostolic Exhortation 

Vatican Vatican 

 

Pope Francis 2
0
1
3 

Lumen Fidei 
Encyclical Letter  

Vatican Vatican 
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10. Key reading list  

The following literature is for the guidance only. Students are expected to focus on one of the key figures and to do their own research 
focusing mainly on primary sources and to take into consideration the main ideas of the theologians and expects in a particular key 
figure. 

Author Y
e
a
r 

Title Publisher  Location 

Pope Benedict  2
0
0
4 

Sacramentum Caritatis 
Apostolic Exhortation 

Vatican Vatican 

St John Paul II 1
9
7
9 

Catechesi Tradendae 
Apostolic Exhortation 

Vatican Vatican 

Congregation for the Clergy 1
9
9
7 

General Catechetical 
Directory 

Vatican Vatican 

Catholic Bishops’ Conference 

of England and Wales 

 

1
9
9
9 

The Priority of Adult 
Faith Formation 

Catholic Bishops’ Conference of 
England and Wales 

London 

Pontifical Council for Culture 1
9
9
9 

Towards a Pastoral 
Approach to Culture 

Vatican Vatican 

The following list is to guide students on hermeneutical, historical, psychological and educational perspectives. 



MARYVALE HIGHER INSTITUTE OF RELIGIOUS SCIENCES 
  

 

 

Template programme specification and curriculum map   Page 8 of 31 

 

 

 

10. Key reading list  

The following literature is for the guidance only. Students are expected to focus on one of the key figures and to do their own research 
focusing mainly on primary sources and to take into consideration the main ideas of the theologians and expects in a particular key 
figure. 

Author Y
e
a
r 

Title Publisher  Location 

Author Y
e
a
r 

Title Publisher  Location 

The Heythrop Institute  

for Religion, Ethics and  

Public Life 

2
0
0
5 

On the Way to Life:  
Contemporary Culture 

and Theological 
Development as a 

Framework for Catholic  
Education, Catechesis 

and Formation 

The Heythrop Institute for 
Religion, Ethics and Public 
Life  

London 

 

LOMBAERTS, Herman,  

POLLEFEYT, Didier 

(Eds.) 

2
0
0
4 

Hermeneutics and  
Religious Education 
2nd Chapter, 1-176pp. 

Leuven University Press 
Uitgeverij Peters 

Leuven 

Krebs, Dennis L.; Denton, 

Kathy 

2
0
0
5 

Towards a More 
Pragmatic Approach to 
Morality: A Critical 
Evaluation of 
Kohlberg’s Model 

Psychological Review 112 (3)  

http://www.sfu.ca/psyc/faculty/krebs/publications/Toward%20a%20More%20Pragmatic%20Approach%20to%20Morality.pdf
http://www.sfu.ca/psyc/faculty/krebs/publications/Toward%20a%20More%20Pragmatic%20Approach%20to%20Morality.pdf
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10. Key reading list  

The following literature is for the guidance only. Students are expected to focus on one of the key figures and to do their own research 
focusing mainly on primary sources and to take into consideration the main ideas of the theologians and expects in a particular key 
figure. 

Author Y
e
a
r 

Title Publisher  Location 

FOWLER, James W.  1
9
9
5 

Stages of Faith: The 
Psychology of Human 
Development and the 
Quest for Meaning 

HarperOne  

POUND, Linda 2
0
1
1 

Influencing Early 
Childhood Education: 
Key Figures, 
Philosophies and 
Ideas 

Open University Press Maidenh
ead 

MERRIAM Sharan B., 

BIEREMA, Laura  

2
0
1
3 

Adult Learning: 
Linking Theory and 
Practice 

John Wiley & Sons San 
Fran
cisc
o 
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11. Other indicative text (e.g. websites) 

Boyd, D. (Ed.) (1988), ‘Special Issue in Honour of Lawrence Kohlberg’, Journal of Moral Education vol. 17, no.3.  

Catechetical programs and resources for children and adults in print and in video and audio forms and in virtual environment 

De La Salle Publications at http://www.delasalle.org.uk/books.htm 

Educating for a happy life in Don Bosco’s Way at https://sites.google.com/site/dbway2010/ (This website is dedicated to Don Bosco’s method of 

education interpreted for teachers, parents and youth leaders of all faiths. It is written chiefly for a South Asian audience and contains English 

resources for further information and study) 

Fowler, FJ. W. (1999) Becoming Adult, Becoming Christian: Adult Development and Christian Faith, John Wiley & Sons; New Ed edition. 

Groome, T.H., (1999) Christian Religious Education: Sharing Our Story and Vision, Jossey-Bass. 

Ignatian Spirituality, A Service of LoyolaPress at http://www.ccel.org/ccel/ignatius/exercises. Pedagogy videos at 

http://www.fordham.edu/discover_fordham/videos_on_demand/st_ignatius__ignatia_71248.asp.  

Krebs, D.L., Denton, K. (2005). ‘Towards a More Pragmatic Approach to Morality: A critical Evaluation of Kohlberg’s Model’ , Psychological 
Review, vol.112, no.3, pp.629–649 
(http://www.sfu.ca/psyc/faculty/krebs/publications/Toward%20a%20More%20Pragmatic%20Approach%20to%20Morality.pdf) 

Kreeft, P. (1990) Summa of the Summa, The Essential Philosophical Passages of the Summa Theologica  

Learning Theory and Classroom Practice in the Lifelong Learning Sector (Achieving QTLS Series) (2013) Learning Matters. 

Pope Francis, all his official talks, interviews and writings. 

https://sites.google.com/site/dbway2010/
http://www.ccel.org/ccel/ignatius/exercises
http://www.fordham.edu/discover_fordham/videos_on_demand/st_ignatius__ignatia_71248.asp
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Rest, J. (Ed.) (1988), ‘Special Issue, The Legacy of Lawrence Kohlberg’, Counseling and Values vol. 32, no.3. 

Schrader, D. (Ed.) (1990), ‘The Legacy of Lawrence Kohlberg’, New Directions for Child Development, vol.47.  

Spiritual Exercises of St Ignatius of Loyola http://www.ignatianspirituality.com/ignatian-prayer/the-spiritual-exercises/ 

The Christian Classics Ethereal Library is a digital library of hundreds of classic Christian books selected for edification and education. 
http://www.ccel.org  

The International centre for Jesuit Education (1993) Ignatian Pedagogy: Practical Approach, Rome 
(https://www.rockhurst.edu/media/filer_private/uploads/ignatian_pedagogy_a_practical_approach.pdf) 

The International Commission on the Apostolate of Jesuit Education (ICAJE), Ignatian Pedagogy 
http://www.rockhurst.edu/media/filer_private/uploads/ignatian_pedagogy_a_practical_approach.pdf 

Theories of Childhood: An Introduction to Dewey, Montessori, Erikson, Piaget, and Vygotsky (2013) (Redleaf Professional Library), Redleaf 

Press, 2nd edition. 

Walsh, K. (2000) ‘The Life and Legacy of Lawrence Kohlberg’, Harvard Education Bulletin, no 1. 

  
 

 

 

 

 

http://www.ccel.org/
http://www.rockhurst.edu/media/filer_private/uploads/ignatian_pedagogy_a_practical_approach.pdf
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MODULE 3. RESEARCH INTO A CONTEMPORARY DEBATE IN CATECHETICS 

 

1. 1. Factual information 

 

Module title Research into a Contemporary Debate in 
Catechetics 
 

Level 7 

(Licence) 

Module tutor Mrs. Ausra Karaliute - Cane, S.T.L. Credit value ETC 7 

Module type  Taught Notional 

learning hours 

200 

 

2. Rationale for the module and its links with other modules 

 

 

In this module students will engage in autonomous, guided research investigation in to one of the 

major debates, which occurred during the 20th and 21st century, and which are associated with the 

thinkers who had a major influence. In this task the student will receive structural guidance and 

advice from an academic tutor. While analysing key catechetical text and reflecting on the 

influential key figures in catechetic students will come across some catechetical debates related 

to the issues of the particular historical cultural period. This 3rd module provides an opportunity 

to look at some contemporary debates in the context of current cultural historical developments 

as well as to place them in the historical context. This module will provide an opportunity to make 

a synthesis of student’s understanding of key catechetical texts, educational theories and key 

catechists and to place their chosen debate in the context of secularisation and decline in church 

practices.  

 

 

3. Aims of the module 

To encourage and facilitate students in the following: 

 Development of a robust understanding of the historical background to the chosen 

debate; 

 Ability for evaluate and comment on the range of different and even opposing theories 

on methodology for Catechesis and RE in the debate; 

 Critical analysis of a historical, educational and theological evaluation of the chosen 

debate; 

 Development of an understanding of the significance of the key debate for the 

catechetical practices in the Church. 

 

By choosing one of the following debates: 

 Catholic identity, religious education and catechesis; 

 Definition of aims and purpose of evangelisation, catechesis and religious education; 

 Vatican II: catechetics, religious education and hermeneutics of continuity; 
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3. Aims of the module 

 Psychology of faith and human development in evangelisation, catechetics and RE; 

 Faith development and catechetical methods; 

 Human experience, Tradition and catechesis; 

 Scripture, tradition and catechesis; 

 Modern sacred art, music and architecture in catechesis and RE.  

 Sacred spaces and its use for the purpose of Catechesis and RE. 

students will be enabled to position these debates in the context of the current social cultural 

challenges faced by the Church. 
 

4. Pre-requisite modules or specified entry requirements 

None. 
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5. Intended learning outcomes A student who successfully completes this module will have: 

A. Knowledge and understanding Learning and  teaching strategy 

 

A1: Understand, systematically analyse and articulate one of the 

current debates in catechesis 

A2: Critically evaluate that debate in the historical, philosophical, 

psychological and educational context and indicate its significance 

in  current catechetical theory and practices  

 

 

Course book and independent research 

 

Lecture input, personal research, online forums 

 

B. Cognitive skills 

 

Learning and teaching strategy 

 

B1: Reflect critically and systematically on different aspects of 

catechetical in the light historical developments of the catechetical 

theories and practices. 

 

 

Practical exercises, seminars, online activities 

 

 

C. Practical and professional skills Learning and teaching strategy 

  

Written work, online activities 
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C. Practical and professional skills Learning and teaching strategy 

C1: To employ skills of academic enquiry to probe the richness of the 

Catholic catechetical debates and their practical application when 

analising current catechetical and evangelization practices. 

C2. To provide a comprehensive discussion on that debate within a 

context of holistic catechetical theories and practice.  

  

 

Written work, online activities 

D Key transferable skills  Learning and teaching strategy 

D1: To apply theoretical reflection on a catechetical debate to 

pastoral ministry, one’s own and others. 

Building awareness of current catechetical debatses in relation 

to the current catechetical approaches and practices. 

 

6. Indicative content.  

 

Students will choose one of the following debates related to the following areas. For each area some indicative literature will be suggested, 

however students will be encouraged to do an independent research in their chosen area with a guidance of the tutor: 

 Catholic identity, religious education and catechesis; 

 Definition of aims and purpose of evangelisation, catechesis and religious education; 

 Vatican II: catechetics, religious education and hermeneutics of continuity; 

 Psychology of faith and human development in evangelisation, catechetics and RE; 

 Faith development and catechetical methods; 

 Human experience, Tradition and catechesis; 

 Scripture, tradition and catechesis; 

 Modern sacred art, music and architecture in catechesis and RE.  

 Sacred spaces and its use for the purpose of Catechesis and RE. 
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7. Assessment strategy, assessment methods and their relative weightings 

 

Essay (6000 - 8000 words) 

 

 
 
 
 
 

8. Mapping of assessment tasks to learning outcomes 

Assessment tasks 

Learning  outcomes 

A1 A2 B1 C1 C1 D1            

Essay x x x x x x            

Practical exercises                  

Seminars                  

                  

 
9. Teaching staff associated with the module  

Name and contact details 

 
Dr. Birute Briliute (Catechetics); Mrs. Ausra Karaliute (Educational theories,  and children&adult faith formation); 
 
Prof. Herman Lombaerts (External consultant in Religious Education, Psychology and Catechetics). 
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8. Mapping of assessment tasks to learning outcomes 

Assessment tasks 

Learning  outcomes 

A1 A2 B1 C1 C1 D1            

 

 

10. Key reading list  

The following literature is for the guidance only. Students are expected to focus on one of the key figures and to do their own research 
focusing mainly on primary sources and to take into consideration the main ideas of the theologians and expects in a particular key 
figure. 

Author Y
e
a
r 

Title Publisher  Location 

Boeve, L. 

 

2
0
0
2 

Interrupting Tradition. An Essay on 
Christian Faith in a Postmodern Context 

(Louvain Theological and Pastoral 
Monographs 30) 

Peeters Leuven 

Duriez, B., & Hutsebaut, D.  

 

2
0
0
1 

A slow and easy introduction to the Post-
Critical Belief Scale. Internal structure and 
external relationships. In D. M. Wulff (Ed.), 
Handbook of the Psychology of Religion. 

Oxford University 
Press 

Oxford 

Lombaerts, H., Pollefeyt, D., 
(eds.)  

 

2
0
0
4 

Hermeneutics and Religious Education, Leuven University 
Press 
Uitgeverij 
Peters 

Leuven 
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10. Key reading list  

The following literature is for the guidance only. Students are expected to focus on one of the key figures and to do their own research 
focusing mainly on primary sources and to take into consideration the main ideas of the theologians and expects in a particular key 
figure. 

Author Y
e
a
r 

Title Publisher  Location 

Roebben, B.,  

 

2
0
0
1 

The Vulnerability of the Postmodern 
Educator as Locus Theologicus. A Study 
in Practical Theology,  

Religious 
Education, 

No. 96. 

 

The Heythrop Institute for 
Religion, Ethics and Public 
Life,) 

 

2
0
0
5 

On the Way to Life: Contemporary 
Culture and Theological Development as a 
Framework for Catholic Education, 
Catechesis and Formation. 

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=
&esrc=s&source=web&cd=1&ved=0CCMQ
FjAA&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.cbcew.org
.uk%2Fcontent%2Fdownload%2F36156%2
F270154%2Ffile%2Fon-the-way-to-life-
2005.pdf&ei=HW1KVNjRFozD7gbp3IDICQ
&usg=AFQjCNFWQOJYcD9kRzpP3lE0Gfe
VpO_UIQ&bvm=bv.77880786,d.ZGU 

The Heythrop 
Institute for 
Religion, 
Ethics and 
Public Life 

London 

     

     

     

 

file://///Users/birutebriliute/Desktop/Ann/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/Content.IE5/7UUL896B/%2522http:/www.google.co.uk/url%253fsa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s
file://///Users/birutebriliute/Desktop/Ann/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/Content.IE5/7UUL896B/%2522http:/www.google.co.uk/url%253fsa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s
file://///Users/birutebriliute/Desktop/Ann/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/Content.IE5/7UUL896B/%2522http:/www.google.co.uk/url%253fsa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s
file://///Users/birutebriliute/Desktop/Ann/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/Content.IE5/7UUL896B/%2522http:/www.google.co.uk/url%253fsa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s
file://///Users/birutebriliute/Desktop/Ann/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/Content.IE5/7UUL896B/%2522http:/www.google.co.uk/url%253fsa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s
file://///Users/birutebriliute/Desktop/Ann/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/Content.IE5/7UUL896B/%2522http:/www.google.co.uk/url%253fsa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s
file://///Users/birutebriliute/Desktop/Ann/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/Content.IE5/7UUL896B/%2522http:/www.google.co.uk/url%253fsa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s
file://///Users/birutebriliute/Desktop/Ann/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/Content.IE5/7UUL896B/%2522http:/www.google.co.uk/url%253fsa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s
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11. Other indicative text (e.g. websites) 

  

Bernstein, B., (ed.), Social Class, Language and Communication, London, 1970, Id., Class, Codes and Control, Vol. I, London, 1971, and Id., Class, Codes and Control, Vol. 2, London, 1973. 

Boeve, L., The Identity of a Catholic University in Post-Christian European Societies: Four Models, in Louvain Studies 31 (2006), 238-258. 

Boeve, L., Beyond Correlation Strategies. Teaching Religion in a Detraditionalised and Pluralized Context, in H. Lombaerts & D. Pollefeyt (ed.), Hermeneutics and Religious Education (BETL 180), 
Leuven, Peeters, 2004, 233-254. 

Boeve, L., God Interrupts History: Theology in a Time of Upheaval, London - New York, Continuum, 2007. 

Crawford M.L. and Rossiter, G.M. The Future of Holistic Education: The Recession: We had to have? , in Curriculum Perspectives, vol. 13, no. 1, 1993. 

Crumlin, R. (2011), The Blake Book: Art, Religion and Spirituality in Australia, Macmillan – Melbourne, Australia. 

Erricker, C. & Erricker J., (eds.), (2000), Reconstructing Religious, Spiritual and Moral Education. New York: Routledge Falmer. 

GESIS: European Values Study; http://www.gesis.org/en/services/data-analysis/survey-data/european-values-study  

Glatz, C., (ed.), Pope Francis-Notredame, (Jan-30-2014), Catholic Identity Must be Clear & Uncompromising, in Catholic News. Service. www.catholicnews.com/data/stories/cns/1400408.htm  

Grace, G.R., O’Keefe, J. (eds.), (2007), International Handbook of Catholic Education: Challenges for School Systems in the 21st Century, Springer: Science & Business Media, U.S. 

Franchi, L. & McKinney, S. (eds.), (2011), A Companion to Catholic Education, Action Publishing Technology, Ltd. 

Fowler, J. (1985), Stages of Faith: The Psychology of Human Development and the Quest for Meaning. San Francisco: Harper and Row. 

Fowler, J. (1985), Becoming Adult, Becoming Christian: Adult Development and Christian Faith. San Francisco: Jossey-Bass Inc. 

Inglehart, R. (1997), The Silent Revolution: Changing Values and Political Styles in Advanced Industrial Society. Princeton: Princeton University Press. 

Kohlberg, L. , (1984), The Psychology of Moral Development. Moral Stages and the Idea of Justice. San Francisco: Harper and Row. 

Lumsdaine, A.A. & Glaser, R., Teaching machines and programmed learning: a source book, Washington, 1962. 

Lombaerts, H., Readers of a Century, from the Living Light, 1987, vol 23/2, 158-173; 

Lombaerts, H., An International Perspective on Catechetics, with a Special Emphasis on Europe and Latin America, in The Living Light,1990, vol 26/4, 304-323;  

Lombaerts, H., Pollefeyt, D., (eds.) (2004), Hermeneutics and Religious Education, Leuven University Press Uitgeverij Peters, pp.1-176. 

Lombaerts, H., Religious Education Today and the Catechism, Mount Oliver Review, 1 (Summer 1984) 3-15. 

Merriam, Sh.,B., Bierema, L., (2013), Adult Learning: Linking Theory and Practice, John Wiley & Sons, San Francisco, U.S.  

Osewska E. & Stala, J. (eds.), (2010), Religious Education/Catechesis in the Family: A European Perspective, ADAM, Warszawa. 

Pollefeyt, D., & Bouwens, J. (2010). Framing the identity of Catholic schools: Empirical methodology for quantitative research of the Catholoc identity of an education institute. International Studies in Catholic 
Education, 2(2), 193-211. 

http://www.google.co.uk/url?q=http://www.gesis.org/en/services/data-analysis/survey-data/european-values-study/&sa=U&ei=X5JgVLuWO8LmsATgz4L4AQ&ved=0CBQQFjAA&usg=AFQjCNEdgSCiyqrjMxnLsZ1phjxyoRpTvA
http://www.gesis.org/en/services/data-analysis/survey-data/european-values-study
http://www.catholicnews.com/data/stories/cns/1400408.htm
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Rest, J. (Ed.) (1988), Special Issue, The Legacy of Lawrence Kohlberg, in Counseling and Values, vol. 32, no.3. 

Roebben, B. & Warren, M., (eds), Religious Education as Practical Theology, Petters, Leuven-Paris-Sterling, VA, 2001. 

Roebben, B. & Warren, M., (eds), (2001), Religious Education as Practical Theology, Petters, Leuven-Paris-Sterling, VA,Technology, Ltd. 

Schrader, D. (ed.) (1990), The Legacy of Lawrence Kohlberg, in New Directions for Child Development, vol.47.  

Willey, P., (2008), The Catechism of the Catholic Church and the Craft of Catechesis, Barbara Morgan, M. & de Cointet, P., San Francisco: Ignatius Press.  
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MODULE 4. Oral Defence of the Dissertation 

 

 

Module Code: LIC / OrDf 

CATS level M, 18 (ECTS 9) / offered for the first time in 2015 

Status: compulsory for the Licence in Catechetics 

Study hours: 200 

 

Evaluation: Oral defence/oral examination. 

 
 
 
 
Synopsis 

 

The purpose of this final part of the Licence degree programme is to evaluate the strengths and weaknesses of the MA dissertation research and 

also to assess its potential relevance and impact on particular groups of research users (dioceses, deanaries, parishes, pastoral ministry centres, 

schools, hospitals, prisons, etc). Students are expected to design an appropriate and realistic strategy for the dissemination of their findings to the 

groups of research users they identified. Candidates are required to produce a summary of the potential relevance and impact of the dissertation of 

about 300–500 words or 3–7 PW presentation slides with comments of 300–500 words of evaluation for submission two weeks before the date of 

the presentation/defence.
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