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Welcome Address by Fr Edward Clare, 

Director of the Maryvale Institute 

Maryvale FE and HE Award Ceremony, 

 21st November 2017 St Chad’s Cathedral 

 

Archbishop Bernard, Bishops, distinguished guests, brothers and sisters in Christ.   

I am delighted to welcome you all to St Chad’s Cathedral for the Maryvale 

Further and Higher Education Awards Ceremony for 2017.    I am very grateful to 

you, Archbishop Bernard, for being with us today, and for allowing us once again 

to hold this ceremony at St Chad’s.  Being here provides a wonderful, and fitting, 

setting for this ceremony and makes it such a special and memorable occasion 

for our graduating students and their guests.  This annual event, celebrating as 

it does the achievements of Maryvale’s students, is truly the highlight of the 

Institute’s year.  So, notwithstanding our many and highly illustrious and 

distinguished guests, I begin by welcoming above all our graduands - you who 

are here to receive your awards this afternoon.  It is your success that we 

celebrate, and it is in you – and your many fellow students from around the world 

who are not present with us today – that Maryvale achieves the fulfilment of its 

mission – which is to form disciples of Christ, particularly those in the lay 

vocation, to play their rightful part in the life and ministry of the Church.  I would 

like to commend you, and to thank you, for all the hard work and commitment 

through many hours of study that have brought you to this point – whether your 

course has lasted a single year or several years.  Maryvale’s method of distance 

learning makes higher study accessible to many who people who, because of 

their other responsibilities in life, would not be in a position to pursue full-time 

courses, but at the same time it poses its own challenges and requires, as you 

know, a very particular type of dedication.  It also requires the support of your 

families and friends, those who daily have to make allowances to give you the 
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time and space necessary to fit your studies into your already busy lives.  You too 

are very welcome here today to share in the joy of this occasion as your 

husbands, wives, parents, relatives and friends proudly receive their awards, 

knowing that you have helped and supported them along the way. 

 

I hope that you have enjoyed your studies at Maryvale, and feel that they have 

benefitted you and equipped you better for your life in the Church as a follower 

of Christ.  Maybe this course has reassured you that, despite the challenges, 

further study is not unattainable and it may even have inspired to move on to 

another course – perhaps at a higher level.  We also hope that you will tell others 

about your experience, and what you have gained from Maryvale.  Our market 

research tells us that the most effective means of recruiting new students is word 

of mouth – personal recommendation.  So please tell other people about 

Maryvale, and that what you have received through your studies – they can as 

well. 

 

I would like to express Maryvale’s appreciation to our three partner academic 

institutions who validate our degree programmes, and I am delighted that 

representatives of all three are present at today’s ceremony.  From the Ecole 

Cathedrale in Paris, I welcome Pere Jacques de Longeaux, dean of the Faculte 

Notre Dame, through whom Maryvale is approved by the Holy See to operate its 

Higher Institute of Religious Sciences and offer the ecclesiastical degrees of 

Bachelor of Divinity and Licence in Divinity.  We are very grateful to Pere Jacques, 

and Pere Brice de Malherbe – who is not able to be with us today – for their 

constant support throughout the year.  It is a particular honour also to welcome 

Monseigneur Jerome Beau, auxiliary Bishop of Paris, President of the College de 

Bernardins and Director of the Ecole Cathedrale, on this his first visit to our 

Maryvale Graduation ceremony. 
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Cher Monseigneur Beau, c’est un grand honneur pour nous de vous accueillir ici 

a Maryvale pour la premiere fois.  Nous vous remercions infiniment pour votre 

presence et pour le soutien paternal de l’Ecole Cathedrale a notre egard. 

 

I welcome also Phil Berry – Director of Validation Partnerships at the Open 

University – who validate our MA in Catholic Applied Theology and our BA in 

Philosophy.  The Open University is our longest standing validation partner, and 

their staff have been unfailing in their support over many years, and have guided 

us through a series of changes and developments to our programmes and have 

encouraged us always to ensure that the courses we provide to our students are 

of the highest quality. 

Liverpool Hope University provides us with the specialist support necessary for 

Maryvale to offer our highly successful postgraduate research programme, and 

a large number of students have achieved PhD awards over recent years – many 

of them from overseas.  So, I am delighted to welcome for the first time to our 

graduation, Dr Gergaly Juhasz, and to thank him and his colleagues at Liverpool 

Hope for their consistent support over the years. 

 

Today’s graduation ceremony follows the pattern set over the last two years of 

combining the awards for both our Higher and Further Education courses at the 

same ceremony here in St Chad’s Cathedral.  That has now become, and will 

remain, our established practice because it enables our successful students, of 

whatever level of study, along with their families and friends, to be part of this 

spectacular and colourful occasion here in the magnificent setting of St Chad’s 

Cathedral.  Moreover, it reminds us of the ecclesial nature of the ministry of the 

catechist.  Your studies are not solely for your own advancement or faith 

formation – important as those things are.  The qualifications you receive now 

equip you better for your mission of evangelisation and for sharing and 
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explaining the Catholic faith to others, which you do in the name of the church.  

The church in her teaching speaks of the “need and right of every believer to 

receive a valid catechesis”.  St John Paul II in his document on catechesis writes 

that “every baptized person, precisely by reason of being baptized, has the right 

to receive from the Church instruction and education enabling him or her to 

enter on a truly Christian life”.  That is quite a challenging call and we may ask 

what impact you and your colleagues – the relatively small number of 250 new 

graduates of Maryvale - can possibly have in meeting that call.  But if we 

remember that each one of those 250 can influence the lives and the faith of 

others in your communities then we can be sure, in the words of the parable, 

that the seed you sow will produce its crop, thirty, sixty or a hundredfold, and 

that those others in their turn will receive the knowledge and the confidence to 

teach yet more people, then we can see how the influence of a relatively few 

well-formed catechists can spread through the church to transform lives and 

renew communities. 

 

Maryvale continues to value the partnerships it has with many dioceses around 

the world.  Many of our students who have completed their catechetical courses 

this year are not in fact here today because they will receive, or have already 

received, their certificates from their own bishops, to reinforce that link with the 

local church and their sharing in the ministry of the bishop – the chief catechist 

of every diocese.  This year, in particular, we have been delighted by the number 

of new partnerships that we have formed with local churches around the British 

Isles, and indeed further afield, who through their bishops have entrusted 

Maryvale with the formation of their catechists and others engaged in lay 

ministry.  Just to give a few examples, in Ireland we have begun courses in the 

diocese of Ardargh and Clonmacnois and the diocese of Galway; in Scotland we 

have launched our certificate in parish mission and ministry in one deanery in 
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the diocese of Galloway, with a view to extending it to the whole diocese, and 

we are in discussion with other dioceses who are interested in the formation that 

Maryvale has to offer.  In the Archdiocese of Singapore, where we already run 

the certificate in catechesis, we have just this month launched our new 

Catechesis on Marriage and Family course which attracted a record level of 

enrolment that exceeded all our expectations.  The Archdiocese there has put a 

lot of effort into creating a culture of enrichment for married couples and those 

preparing for marriage, and this Maryvale course builds on that work by helping 

young couples understand the beauty and dignity of their marriage partnership 

as it is presented in the teaching of the Church, and so enabling them to live out 

their vocation ever more fully.  As all three recent Popes have emphasised, the 

future of society depends on the family, and Maryvale is pleased to play its part 

in offering its support to this vital mission. 

 

To be a teacher is also to be constantly learning oneself.  The benefits of 

Maryvale’s outreach around the world are mutual and reciprocal.  As much as 

we can offer to others through our courses, we often receive more back in 

return, and we are invariably inspired and enriched by what we learn from them 

through the experience of engaging in the life of the church in very different 

countries and cultures.  Maryvale never stands still and is always responsive to 

the voice of the Church.  We are constantly reviewing, developing and adapting 

the courses we offer to better serve the needs of the Church in the ever-evolving 

challenges of the modern world.  No one understands this better than the staff 

of the Institute, who over the years have reviewed, improved and honed our 

courses to respond to those needs, and have acquired a unique expertise in this 

highly specialised field of individualised distance learning in Catholic doctrine 

and Church ministry.  So, I would like to thank all our staff, academic, 
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administrative and support, on behalf of our students, for all the skill, energy and 

dedication that they contribute to Maryvale’s mission. 

 

Our relatively small permanent staff, is supported by an impressive array of 

associate staff – who in many cases are renowned specialists in their fields and 

highly experienced educators from universities and other institutions around the 

world.  Maryvale’s students benefit hugely from their wisdom, and I am 

delighted to welcome a representative number of associate staff to this 

afternoon’s graduation, and through them to thank all who lend their expertise 

in support of our work.  Also, on behalf of staff and students alike, I extend our 

fondest appreciation to the Bridgettine Sisters who tirelessly and lovingly and 

joyfully care for all who come into the house, the chapel and the shrine, whether 

it be to work or to study or simply to pray; the sisters provide the bedrock of 

prayer on which Maryvale’s work is built.  I thank also the Fellows of the Institute, 

that distinguished body of senior scholars who offer us support and guidance 

drawn from their great expertise gained over a lifetime of study, research and 

teaching.  I am grateful also to Trustees of Maryvale – under the chairmanship 

of the Archbishop – who freely and willingly support the Institute by sharing the 

expertise they bring in the very necessary areas of legal and financial 

governance.  I also want to thank our benefactors, both individuals and 

charitable organisations, who help us to provide bursary funding for worthy 

students, from this country and abroad, who could not otherwise afford to study 

with us. 

 

To those of you graduating today, and to your guests, I would like to draw to 

your attention and commend to you an association called the Friends of 

Maryvale.  This was formed some years ago to provide former students, and 

others interested in the heritage, the life and the work of Maryvale to stay 
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connected, whether they lived near or far, through prayer and keeping up to 

date with news and developments.  Over the last year or so, the activity of the 

Friends has expanded, there has been something of a membership drive, and 

they have begun to organise a range of new events and activities – many of them 

aimed at reaching out to the local community in the area of Birmingham where 

we are based, inviting people in to visit Maryvale and offering them 

opportunities for both educational and social events – all of which have attracted 

large numbers of visitors.  In addition, the Friends have organised a very 

successful fund-raising campaign – most recently over a relatively short time 

they raised enough money to buy a new industrial scale oven for the kitchens to 

help the sisters in their task of catering for all the students and other groups they 

welcome.  You will see members of the Friends in the Cathedral this afternoon, 

and back at Maryvale afterwards, and they will be delighted to sign you up as a 

member 

 

Finally, I would now like to welcome and to introduce to you our special guest 

for today’s graduation.  Bishop John Keenan was appointed Bishop of Paisley in 

February 2014 – so he’s in his fourth year now as bishop, and is making a 

significant impact in his diocese.  He is himself an educator, having taught in 

seminary in Scotland, and before his appointment as bishop he spent the greater 

part of his priesthood as Chaplain at the University of Glasgow, where he played 

a formative role in the lives of the many students in his care over that time.  

Among his other responsibilities in the Church in Scotland, Bishop John is 

responsible for vocations and this year, as you may have read, there has been 

greater number of students entering the seminary than there has been for many 

years. He is also responsible for the permanent diaconate.  For a number of years 

Maryvale has been entrusted by the bishops of Scotland with the academic 

formation of their deacons, so we already work closely with Bishop John and his 
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colleagues, and we are delighted that he is able to join us today.  Bishop John, 

welcome back to Birmingham and thank you for accepting our invitation and 

giving of your time for today’s ceremony.  Your presence here is greatly 

appreciated by all of us at Maryvale. 

 

I now invite Bishop John Keenan to present the Maryvale Further and Higher 

Education awards for 2017.  Graduands will be introduced and called forward in 

turn by the members of staff responsible for their courses. 

 

 

 


