M ARY VALE IN ST IT U T E
INTERNATIONAL CATHOLIC DISTANCE LEARNING COLLEGE

CERTIFICATE IN CATHOLIC
HEALTHCARE CHAPLAINCY

This is a one year part-time distance-learning
course which provides formation for both
clergy and laity for chaplaincy roles in
hospitals and other healthcare settings, as
well as ministry to the sick in residential care
and in their own homes.

ASSESSMENT
As well as three short written assignments,
students will do a voluntary placement in a
parish or healthcare setting and will
complete a placement diary recording
significant experiences.

MODULE CONTENT AND STRUCTURE
Three modules are studied over one year, with
three Saturday study days providing practical
workshops and training from experts in the
field.
Module 1
Faith Foundations:
• provides a comprehensive overview of
Catholic doctrine.
Module 2
Principles of Ministering to the Sick:
• explains the Christian understanding of
suffering;
• spiritual and religious care;
• the patient’s experience of physical and
spiritual pain;
• the complex moral issues in contemporary
healthcare situations;
• and the purpose of sacramental ministry
to the sick.
Module 3
Practicalities of Ministering to the sick:
• explores the praxis;
• visiting the sick;
• listening and communicating with them;
• praying with them and their families.

HOW TO APPLY
All applicants will be expected to have
completed Safeguarding training and
Disclosure and Barring Service (DBS) checks,
if appropriate, before beginning the course
in order to take up their placements.
FEES & ENROLMENT
More details can be found on the Maryvale
website under ‘Study with us’, where you will
also find a link to the Institute policy on the
payment of fees.
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