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Maryvale Graduation Ceremony 2018 
Presentation of Academic Awards at St Chad’s Cathedral, Birmingham 

Address to Students 
 

Dear fathers, brothers and sisters, above all our dear graduates and your 

families,  I am delighted to be here with you today and honoured to offer a 

brief address to you, our graduates, students of Maryvale and your families.   

 

I am especially pleased to be here representing the BCOS to thank Maryvale 

for their good partnership with us in the formation of our deacons for 

Scotland. Our bishops appreciate dearly the academic and pastoral training 

you provide to our men who are taking up an ever more vital role in the life 

of the Church.  As Bishop President of our Scottish Diaconate Commission, 

I am very happy we recently renewed our partnership for the years ahead 

and I even look forward to the possibility of some of our men seeing their 

studies through to the BD. 

 

But today is about our newest graduates and I want to address you above 

all.   

 

The Maryvale Experience 

No doubt your memories today will go back to that first inspiration of the 

Holy Spirit you had some years ago now, that placed in your heart a thirst 

for some deeper understanding of our faith so you could appreciate more 

clearly its joyful message for you and our Church.  Maybe a life of love for 

the Church inspired you to offer yourself for a special ministry in the parish 

that needed this formation, or maybe you were simply seeking personal 

growth. 

 

But you will doubtless have wondered whether you were smart enough to 

enter the strange world of academia and the Church’s theological tradition 

and not get lost in a rich tradition that interweaves the long Western culture 

of human thinking with God’s revelation about Himself and His plan for us 

in His good Creation.  You may remember that fateful day when you 
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searched online, came across the Maryvale website and wondered if you this 

might be just what you were looking for; a good teacher to provide you with 

Catholic formation on the subjects that interested you and at a level that 

was safe.  

 

Well here you are, some years later, finding yourselves no longer timid 

inquirers but the newest confident alumni of an institute that has become a 

leader in life-long learning for Catholics across the world, whether it be in 

Evangelisation, Catechetics, Theology or Philosophy and Religious 

Education.  As graduates you are now ready to go back out to the Church 

serving the Lord’s Great Commission to preach the Good News to all 

Creation, especially amid the opportunities and challenges of our 

contemporary society.  You now know to decipher how the Word of God 

speaks to our world of today in Scripture and Tradition, guided by the 

Church’s Magisterium, and you have reflected upon it in an environment of 

both Christian Faith and academic rigour, all in a culture that is open 

dialogue and respect.    

 

Formation of laity 

In choosing Maryvale, of course, you chose not just a good place but a holy 

place still, to this day, sanctified by the spiritual presence and vision of 

Blessed John Henry Newman.  He is the one who gave the name Maryvale to 

this place, formerly the Old Oscott building.  Like your time here, Newman’s 

time here was a watershed also in his life.  Here he found a community of 

friends who had been searching lifelong for the truth that alone satisfies and 

they found it in the Catholic Church.  It was here, with the Eucharistic 

Presence of Jesus in their midst, that they each discerned, through prayer, 

study and friendship, their own vocations and charisms in the Church.   

This first community set an example that still shines brightly for you who 

have come to Maryvale today.  

 

In the Vatican I days of Newman the Church had other fish to fry than the 

matters that face us today and the vision of Vatican II was still a long way 
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off.  But when that moment did arrive it was Newman who had been it 

truest prophet and visionary.  Prominent among his dreams was a passion 

for the laity to take up their full vocation in the life of the Church, because it 

was only when the Church succeeded in nourishing their true participation 

that it would be able for the Lord’s perennial call to evangelisation.  In all 

times, his studies had shown him, the laity –not the clergy- had been the 

measure of the Catholic spirit.  It is no less true today! 

 

So Blessed John famously wanted; a laity, not arrogant, not rash in speech, 

not disputatious, but who know their religion, who enter into it, who know 

just where they stand, who know what they hold and what they do not, who 

know their creed so well that they can give an account of it, who know so 

much of history that they can defend it.  That is: an intelligent, well-

instructed laity’ with enlarged knowledge, cultivated reason and a connected 

sense of things; of the relation of faith to reason and of the principles of 

Catholicism.   

 

Recently my diocese of Paisley held a diocesan Synod, the first of its kind in 

Scotland, since it involved the whole people of God: clergy, religious and 

laity throughout.  The theme we chose was Evangelisation and the Role of 

the Laity in the Life and Mission of the Church.  In it I was able to hear 

loudly and clearly the voice and heart of the laity in Scotland and, I am sure, 

in Great Britain.  They were ardent and anxious to be involved in 

evangelisation, to play their part towards a Church growing again, on the 

strength of sharing and spreading the Good News.  But first they said they 

needed formation.  The new evangelisation of the world needed a new 

catechesis of them, the lay faithful.  They needed to know Who they believed 

in, what they believed and why they believed it, and with enough confidence 

that they could pass it on to others.  In effect they were saying: give us the 

tools of formation and we will finish the job of evangelisation.  I am glad to 

say we have already taken our first steps towards that end in discussing a 

new partnership with Maryvale to make lay formation available across our 

diocese.  
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St Chad’s 

Today, dear graduates, you leave this Cathedral dedicated to Saint Chad, 

well formed to be the humble workers in the Lord’s vineyard, and evangelists 

of the new millennium.  Even as Chad, a student of Aidan at Lindisfarne, 

studied on the basis of the Holy Scriptures and academic learning and, thus 

formed, travelled great distances of our land preaching the Gospel and 

carrying out pastoral work, may you depart from here in the strength of the 

Holy Spirit and with maternal protection of Santa Maria in Valle for the 

ongoing renewal of our Church on these shores. 

. 


